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A MASTER'’S PLAN
BY MACK TURNER, SAVE ACWORTH'’S HISTORY

AsTlook atthese three structures, The McCray House, the Rosenwald School and up on the
. Hill the Bethel AME Church, it dawned on me what an incredible

=5 historical story this picture represents..The Bethel AME Church
was built in 1864 by emancipated slaves after the civil war..Itis a

beautiful Church and an Acworth institution and Historical Gem..
Here’s where the story gets interesting..The Rosenwald School in
the middle of this picture was built in Acworth in 1924 under the
Julius Rosenwald (Owner of Sears and Roebuck) and Booker T.
Washington head of Tuskeegee Institute Program, they teamed to
build 5,000 African American Schools in the South..But this School
wasn’t built on this site originally, it was built on School St. over
where the Roberts School is today..The School was scheduled to
be torn down in 1948 to make way for the new Roberts School, but
volunteers from the Acworth African American Community said no and took the old school
down piece by piece numbered the boards, straightened the nails, saved the shingles and stored
these materials for 5 years and in 1953 the old school was rebuilt on the site you see in this
picture and was just called a Community House..Today after an incredible Restoration in 2023
by the City of Acworth it is the Rosenwald School Events Center and Doyal Hill Park..Now
we get to the McCray House pre-Civil War which was moved on this site only a few months
ago and restored by the City of Acworth to the beautiful Restoration you see in this special
picture.. What are the odds that the Rosenwald School and the McCray House of all the places
they could have been moved would have been moved to align with each other and the Bethel
AME Church with all their great history and ties indirectly to the Civil War..I’'m a big believer
in Fate and I think it played a role in this..Long live these three Incredible Historical structures.
The Ribbon Cutting/ McCray House will be held on July 16 at 4:00 pm. The McCray
house is now located at 4415 Cherokee Street., Acworth (at the entrance to Logan Farm Parm.

BACK TO SCHOOL PREPARATIONS

Asthe end of summer draws closer, events
around Cobb will help students prepare for the
start of classes. Several events are planned
including the following:

The Back-2-School Summer Block
Party event will take place noon - 4 p.m.
Saturday, July 18, at the Redbud Blossom
Family Justice Center, 277 Fairground Street
SE, Marietta. Families can enjoy free school
supplies, backpacks, haircuts, a bounce house,
free food provided by Whataburger, and live
music from a DJ.

Acworth Big Rig Back-to-School Bash

The City of Acworth is excited to bring you
P a touch-a-truck style event that will combine
local businesses and the “Big Rigs” you see
on the roads every day! This back-to-school
bash will take place at Logan Farm Park on
Saturday, July 25. We will have a “silent hour” from 9am — 10am with limited lights, sirens
and sounds for our sensitive populations. From 10am —2pm be ready for all the lights, sirens,
horns and more! Food trucks will be present.

The Cobb Sheriff’s Office will hold its Back to School Cobb Bash 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday, July 25, at Jim R. Miller Park in Marietta. There will be a backpack giveaway,
teacher supplies, community resources, food trucks, fun games, and vendors. In addition,
children enrolled in school this fall can receive dental screenings, hearing screenings, vision
screenings, and nutrition screenings. Adults can also take advantage of free blood pressure
screenings.
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THE SOUTHERN MUSEUM’S RAILROAD
RENDEZVOUS

The popular Railroad Rendezvous event will return to the Southern Museum of Civil
War & Locomotive History on Saturday, July 25, from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The family-friendly event celebrates railroads and transportation with a full day of activities
and demonstrations. Guests can enjoy children’s flatcar rides, a model car display, railroad
artifacts presented by the Military Railroad Society and a variety of interactive exhibits.

This year’s event features tractors on display by AgPro Marietta, blacksmith demonstrations
from Big Bear’s Forge and Homestead, an interactive train layout by Atlantic Coast S Gaugers
and a hands-on car engine station presented by The Savoy Automobile Museum. The Cobb
County Radio Control Modelers Club will also return, and families can visit the Railroad
Worker’s Kids Area featuring hands-on activities hosted by the Atlanta Typewriter Club.

Railroad Rendezvous also offers the rare opportunity to step aboard the General locomotive,
made famous during the Great Locomotive Chase of 1862, and tour the cab of the historic
steam locomotive. Visitors can also explore the renovated Southern Railway Caboose X372
and experience what life was like for railroad crews during the golden age of rail travel.

The Board the General Experience and Board the Caboose Experience are $5 per person
each or $7 for both experiences. Children 2 and younger are free. Proceeds benefit the
Kennesaw Museum Foundation.

All other Railroad Rendezvous activities are included with regular museum admission.
Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and $5 for children.

For more information, visit www.southernmuseum.org or call 770-427-2117.

September 24-October 4, 2026
NORTH GEORGIA STATE FAIR 320
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94TH ANNUAL SUPERIOR PLUMBING PRESENTS

2026 NORTH GEORGIA STATE FAIR. -
Thursday, September 24 through Sunday, October 4, 2026.
Monday through Thursday 4 to 11PM, Fridays 4PM to midnight,
Saturdays 10AM to Midnight, and Sundays 12:30 to 10:00PM.

As the largest fair in metro Atlanta, the Superior Plumbing Presents North Georgia State
Fair attracts over 300,000 people every year from north Georgia and neighboring states.
The Fair features not one, but two petting barns featuring barnyard and exotic animals,
flower shows; blue ribbon competitions for handmade goods and items, fruits, vegetables
and artwork of all kinds; local entertainment, and delicious fair foods including all of the
traditional fare, as well as lots of unexpected culinary delights. The price of admission also
covers numerous world class ground acts, including the Carriage Kia Grand Stand Series
featuring the 406 FMX High Air Tour, Demolition Derby, the Great Cobb County Government
Pileup, and the American Bull Riders Tour. The family owned and operated Great James H.
Drew Exposition Midway, one of the largest carnival midways in the United States, features
a wide assortment of carnival games, entertainment, and exciting rides for thrill-seekers of
all ages, including the Wildcat Rollercoaster, the Georgia Mountain Lift and the Mega Slide.

Free Carriage Kia Grandstand Events: The covered arena will feature a variety
of amazing, family-friendly events including the 406 FMX High Air Tour September
24-28, Demolition Derby September 30, Great Cobb County Government Pileup
October 1, and The American Bull Riders Tour October 2-4 . All Carriage Kia
Grandstand events are FREE with fair admission. General admission seating.

To learn more information about the rules and regulations, entertainment and food vendors
visit www.northgeorgiastatefair.com.

Best ten days September 24 through October 4.
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Handy Electric Inc.

Residential & Commercial Electrical Work
* Installations

* Maintenance * Repairs
* Charger Wiring for Electric Cars

50" OFF

Locally Owned & Operated

Call Jeff Duckett at 770-265-3708

www.HandyEleciricIne met

Any Job 3500™ or More

THIS AND THAT

ROBERT EMMETT KELLY
OCT 2, 1944 — JUL 4, 2026
KENNESAW, GA

With heavy hearts and deep gratitude for a life well lived, we announce the passing of
Robert Emmett Kelly, who entered eternal rest on July 4,
2026, at the age of 81. A devoted husband, loving father,
proud grandfather, cherished brother, mentor, faithful servant
of Christ, and loyal friend, Bob leaves behind a legacy of
love, generosity, compassion, and unwavering faith.

Born on October 2, 1944, Bob was raised in West Palm
Beach, Florida, where he developed the strong work ethic,
infectious personality, and genuine love for people that
would define his life. Beginning his career as a salesman,
he eventually found his true calling in the food and beverage
industry, owning and operating several neighborhood
restaurants and pubs. More than successful businesses, they
became gathering places where strangers became friends
and everyone was made to feel like family. Bob never met
a stranger, and his warmth, humor, and generous spirit
made him a beloved fixture in every community he served.

Above all, Bob loved the Lord. His faith in Jesus Christ was the foundation of his life
and the source of his strength, guiding the way he loved, served, and encouraged others. He
believed deeply in God's grace and sought every opportunity to share hope with those who
were hurting.

Out of that calling, Bob founded Helping One Guy, a ministry dedicated to walking
alongside men during life's most difficult trials. Through his compassion, wisdom, and
willingness to simply show up, he reminded countless men that they were never alone and
that God's love could be found even in life's hardest seasons. The ministry became one of his
greatest passions and a lasting reflection of his servant's heart.

Bob's greatest earthly joy was his family. He is lovingly survived by his devoted wife,
Jane Kelly; his children, Tracey (Jon) Russell, Scott (Courtney) Kelly, and Timothy (Beth)
Kelly; his beloved sister, Maureen Coleman; and his treasured grandchildren, Sloan Burt,
Keegan Burt, Kade Kelly, Rennen Kelly, and Harper Grace Kelly. He also leaves behind
many cherished nieces, nephews, extended family members, and lifelong friends who will
forever hold his memory close.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Philip Emmett Kelly and Mildred Kelly, whose
love and guidance helped shape the remarkable man he became.

Bob was alifelong sports enthusiast whose passion for baseball was legendary. Braves fans
fondly remember him as "Brother Francis," the spirited mascot who brought joy and laughter
to games throughout the 1980s. Whether coaching young athletes from Little League through
the collegiate level, cheering from the sidelines, or passionately rooting for his beloved Notre
Dame Fighting Irish, Bob believed sports were about far more than winning. They were an
opportunity to teach integrity, perseverance, teamwork, and character.

Those who knew Bob will remember his contagious laugh, quick wit, generous heart,
and extraordinary gift for making everyone feel welcomed and valued. Whether sharing a
meal, watching a ballgame, offering words of encouragement, or praying with someone in
need, Bob lived each day with purpose and an open heart. His life reflected Christ's love
through humble service, genuine kindness, and unwavering devotion to his family, friends,
and community.

A Celebration of Life was held on Friday, July 10, 2026, at Northstar Church, Blue
Springs Road, Kennesaw, Georgia. Visitation took place from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
followed by the service at 4:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorial donations be made to Helping One
Guy, continuing the ministry Bob so lovingly founded to support and encourage men facing
life's challenges.

While our hearts grieve his absence, we rejoice in the assurance that Bob is now in the
presence of his Savior, hearing the words, "Well done, good and faithful servant." His legacy
will live on through the family he cherished, the lives he touched, the ministry he created,
and the countless people who experienced the love of Christ through him. His life was one
of purpose, faith, generosity, and joy—a life that will continue to inspire all who knew and
loved him.

Editor’s Note. Donations are being accepted at www.Helpingoneguy.org.

BOB KELLY

David Grant Insurance
Agcy Inc
David Grant, Agent
2571 Baker Road
Acworth, GA 30101
Bus: 770-428-2893

Licensed & Insired

1708133

Did you know your landlord's insurance only covers
the building? I'm here to help protect your stuff.
LET'S TALK TODAY.

oo StateFarm-

State Farm Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX
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AMERICA 250
COBB COUNTY AND THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

ANDREW J. BRAMLETT

In the 1830s,
white settlers
began moving
into Cobb County,
pushing out the
Cherokee. Because
of this, there was
no Revolutionary
War action in Cobb
County, as the war
had been fought a
full half-century before. This does not mean,
however, that Cobb County is without
Revolutionary War connections. When the
Cherokee were pushed out of Georgia, the
land was given away in a lottery, and veterans
of the Revolution were given an extra draw.
Some won land in Cobb County and moved
here, and several of these individuals are now
buried in Cobb County.

The first is John Collins, who settled
near Acworth and is buried at the Mars Hill
Cemetery. Collins is the namesake of the
local chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution, and his direct descendant, Jeff
Donahoo, will be speaking about his life to
the Save Acworth History Foundation this
month. I do not want to spoil to much of the
story, but Collins served from 1776 to 1781,
and was even a POW for a while.

Peter Groover was a native of North
Carolina and was at the Battle of Camden
in South Carolina. He served in a number of
regiments during the war and ended the war
in South Carolina. He moved to Cobb County
in the 1830s and died in 1852. He is buried
at a cemetery on Holly Springs Road in East
Cobb. Though little is known about his life,
John Summers of Smyrna is known to have
been a Revolutionary War soldier, and the
Marietta Daily Journal reported in 2012 that
he served at Valley Forge.

Three Revolutionary War headstones can
be found at the Marietta National Cemetery.
One, George Bradford, is acenotaph, meaning
that he is not actually buried there. John
Hames was in a Georgia militia unit, and
died in 1860 in Murray County. In 1911, his
descendants (including W. J. M. Hames, then
owner of Kennesaw Mountain) arranged for
his remains to be relocated to Marietta. Last
butnotleast,John Clark’s remains were moved
tothe cemetery in 1923. Clark’s father, Elijah,
was acommander at the Battle of Kettle Creek
(covered in my article last month). John was
also at Kettle Creek and later served as the
Governor of Georgia.

These individuals represent all of the
Revolutionary War soldiers I am aware of
in Cobb County. If you know of any other
burials, please do not hesitate to email me at
ajbramlett@outlook.com.

Get a new lease on
renters insurance.
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KENNESAW’S NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

&6:00 - 8:00 PM
% SWIFT-CANTRELL PARK

| FOOE | |

Join the Kennesaw Police Department for National Night Out at Swift-Cantrell Park!

This free, family-friendly event is a great opportunity to connect with your local first
responders and enjoy an evening of food, music, community, and fun.

Come check out firstresponder vehicles, meet KPD officers, and spend time with neighbors
as we celebrate the strong partnership between public safety and the Kennesaw community.

National Night Out will be held Tuesday, August 4, 2026, from 6:00 PM — 8:00 PM at
Swift-Cantrell Park, Admission: Free. We hope to see you there! This a fun and educational
event. An excellent way for your youngsters to meet the members of our police department
and become acquainted with the services they provide.

KENNESAW 101:
CITIZENS’ LEADERSHIP

ACADEMY

The City Manager’s Office is accepting
applications for the next class of Kennesaw
101: Citizens’ Leadership Academy, a
multiweek course designed to offer residents
and local workers a behind-the-scenes look at
how the City of Kennesaw operates.

The program will run from Sept. 10
through Nov. 17,2026, with classes held every
Thursday evening from 6 to 8 p.m. Participants
will hear directly from department heads, tour
city facilities and engage in interactive sessions
focused on the structure, services and decision-
making processes of local government.

Open to individuals 18 years and older
who live or work within Kennesaw city
limits, the course aims to build knowledge,
foster engagement and inspire leadership.
The experience concludes with a graduation
ceremony during the Nov. 16 Mayor and
Council meeting.

Registration is free, and the application
deadline is July 17, 2026. Participation is
limited to approximately 15 individuals.

“We’re excited to connect residents and
stakeholders more directly with the work of
their local government,” said City Manager
Dr. Jeff Drobney. “This program helps build
understanding and empowers participants to
play anactiverolein shaping their community.”

The application form is available
online at https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/
pXadmtASXV

For more information, contact the City
Manager’s Office at 770-424-8274.

FIRST FRIDAY

CONCERTS
From April through October, excluding

July, Downtown Kennesaw comes alive
on the first Friday of each month with live
music, local brews and food from 7 to 9 p.m.
Set against the backdrop of the Main Street
Plaza, each concert offers a way to unwind,
connect and kick off the weekend in the heart
of the city.
Mark your calendars for
August 7 — G Clef & The Playlist

G Clef & The Playlist performs an
energetic mix of Motown, pop, rock, R&B
and hip-hop favorites. Featuring a group of
seasoned musicians, the band is known for
strong vocals, tight instrumentation and a
versatile setlist that keeps audiences engaged
from start to finish.If you wanna dance, they
are gon’ make you dance!

PIGS AND PEACHES

NOTICE

The Pigs and Peaches BBQ cookout
has been moved from the usually very hot
month of August to a much more tolerable
month of OCTOBER. The dates this year are
October 16 and 17 at the United Bankshares
Amphitheater at the Depot in downtown
Kennesaw. For more information visit
https://www kennesaw-ga.gov/parks-and-
recreation/pigsandpeaches/

THE GARDEN WITH
WINGS

It’s back, and more magical than ever for
its 10th year! The Garden With Wings Butterfly
Exhibit will be open through August 15,
Tuesday through Saturday, from 9 AM - 3 PM.

This exhibit offers an immersive
experience showcasing native butterflies and
their full life cycles. Visitors will explore host
and nectar plants essential to butterfly survival,
including milkweed and passionflower vine.

The costis $3 per person (plus admission).
Admissionis required to the Gardens to access
the Butterfly House.

Garden with Wings is presented by the
Cobb EMC Foundation.

SUPPORT THE BUTTERFLY

EXHIBIT!

Each butterfly in our Garden with Wings
exhibit costs between $10 and $12. Every
donation helps offset exhibit costs and supports
future improvements.

As a thank-you, donors who give $10
or more will receive a a commemorative
waterproof vinyl sticker celebrating the 10th
anniversary of A Garden with Wings.

Those who contribute $20 or more will
receive alimited-edition enamel pin featuring
the 10th anniversary logo.

Orcutt Law Offices

Protect Your Family and Your Future

Chir Prachice includes:
* Estate Planning and Administration
* Elder Care Law
= 5mall Business Matters
* Prohate Services

Call Us! 678-383-7857

Orcutt Law Offices, LLC
168 Stone Village Lane, Ste 322, Kennesaw, 30152

www.aorcuttlawolfices.com
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We Come To You - We Make House Calls!

Building
Stronger

) :
Communities W @&

There's something to be said for developing a relationship with a
bank whose people live and work in your community. We get to
know you. We understand your individual needs.

Find a location near you or learn more at renasantbank.com.

Kennesaw
3415 George Busbee Parkway NW
Kennesaw, GA 30144

NRENASANT
e B

. . RENASANT BANK NMLS # 402669
All'loans subject to credit approval.

Dynamic. Vibrant. Connected.

As aone of the region’s most accessible and
dynamic areas, Town Center Community is
built for opportunity.

Every day, we focus on creating a sale,
wvibrant place o grow a busingss, raise
a farily, earmn a degree, and connect
with the outdoors.

’ Explore aur Impact!
TownCenterClD.com.
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For All Your Commercial Real Estate Needs...

Vv

Viars & Co.

« Industrial

. Office

« Retail

« Hospitality
. Land

« Commercial
Redevelopment

. Landlord Rep

.« Tenant Rep

Real Estate Brokers

C: 678-467-1326
E: Tracey@VCOBrokers.com

Tracey Viars
Managing Broker

The<razybookladyga.com

The Crazy Book Lady buys, sells,
and trades books and media. We
offer a large selection of old and
new books. We have been
committed to servicing the
Acworth, Cartersville, Kennesaw,
and Marietta area since 2017.

The Crazy Book Lady
5058 Allatoona Gateway
Acworth Ga. 30101
(GT8]-695-3064

GOOD RASCAL DOG
TRAINING

Certified Dog Trainer offers Private Dog
Training in your home or other mutually
convenient location. Positive, gentle
methods make training fun for dog and
owner. Licensed, Bonded and Insured. For
details, see our Website: www.mygoodrascal.
com To set up a consultation, Email: gary@
mygoodrascal.com or call 770-401-7945.

NORTH COBB ROTARY

North Cobb Rotary meets at Copelands
New Orleans every Thursday morning at 7:30
a.m.,feel free to stop by in the coming weeks
for greatfood, great fellowship. The meeting
isheld at Copeland’s Restaurant 1142 Ernest
W Barrett Pkwy NW, Kennesaw, GA 30144.
Visit their website to learn more about this
dynamic group. https://northcobbrotary.org.

NEWCOMERS CLUB

The Newcomers Club of Cobb
County meets at 10:00 a.m. on the third
Tuesday of most months and has other
activities thought the month. www.
newcomersofcobbcounty.com for the
location of the next meeting or activity. Those
NEW to Cobb or just looking for NEW
friends and activities are invited to join us.

PIGS AND PEACHES
BARBQUE

Has been moved from very hot August,
to much cooler October. This year’s event
will be held on Friday, October 16,6 PM - 10
PM and Saturday, October 17, 10 AM - 10
PM at the United Bankshares Amphitheater
at Depot Park,.Downtown Kennesaw

THE CONNECTION

CAR SHOW- 2026
September 12 @ 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
Join us for The Connection car show on
the Showgrounds of Savoy on September 12,
2025. Please mark your calendar and make
plansto joinus. More details tocome! Hosted
by TheClassicGlass Corvette ClubofMarietta.

TheSavoyAutomobile Museumislocated
at3 Savoy Ln Cartersville, GA30120.Phone:
770-416-1500. Visitwww.savoymuseum.org

FREE SUMMER FOOD
SERVICE AT NORTH
COBB LIBRARY

Breakfast and lunch meals will be
served to children free of charge weekdays
in June and July inside three Cobb County
public libraries.

Nutritious meals will be provided
by Happy Helpings, Georgia’s Summer
Food Service Program, through the local
partnership of Cobb County Public Library
(CCPL) and Georgia Educational Resources
Inc. (GERI). Happy Helpings is funded by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture and
administered by the Georgia Department of
Early Care and Learning.

The meals will be offered June 1 through
July 24 three days per week on a first-come,
first-served basis while supplies last. No
meals will be served Friday, June 19 on
the Juneteenth holiday and Friday, July 3, a
Cobb County holiday for Independence Day.

The Happy Helpings 2026 schedule in
our area is:

*North Cobb Regional Library, 3535
Old 41 Highway, Kennesaw 30144

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays

Breakfast: 10 a.m.— 10:30 a.m.; lunch:
12 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.

The meals, are free for children ages
18 and younger. Adults 19 years and older
who are enrolled in school programs for
persons with disabilities will also receive
meals. Parents and caregivers must remain
with the children during the meals.

THIS AND THAT

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Southern Museum is in need of
volunteers for our Railroad Rendezvous
event on Saturday July 25,2026. You must
be over 18 years of age to volunteer. If you
are interested, please contact Moirin Cody,
Tour and Volunteer Coordinator. EMAIL
Moirin at mcody @kennesaw-ga.gov.

ORCUTT LAW ON THE
MOVE

Orcutt Law is moving their main
office location at the end of July. Their
new address (they are calling this their
West Cobb location) is 5041 Dallas Hwy,
Suite 510, Powder Springs, GA 30127.

NORTHWEST COBB

AREA COUNCIL

Join the Cobb Chamber on July 22
as Acworth Mayor Tommy Allegood and
Kennesaw Mayor Derek Easterling sitdown
for the Northwest Cobb Area Council’s
annual mayoral discussion, moderated
by Jim Croft of CROFT & Associates.

As both cities continue to invest in
downtown redevelopment, infrastructure
improvements, quality-of-life amenities,
and economic development initiatives, this
conversation will provide business leaders
with a firsthand look at the projects and
priorities shaping Northwest Cobb's future.

Registration is open through July 17 at
https://tinyurl.com/4s844ve2. Doors open
at 11:30 a.m. at the Governors Gun Club.
Tickets are $35 for Cobb Chamber members
and $45 for general admission. Walk-up
admissions and payment cannot be granted.

TREE REMOVAL, STORM
DEBRIS CLEAN UP , LAND

CLEARING SERVICES.

Stoneway Strategic LLC, a locally
owned, family-operated land and site
services company, specializes in tree
removal,land clearing, storm debris cleanup,
and landscaping services. For a FREE
Estimate call or text us at 678-435-2035.

THREADS OF
FREEDOM PARADE -

NEW DATE

NEW DATE: Historic Downtown
District Acworth, GA, United States

In honor of America’s 250th birthday,
the City of Acworth is excited to announce
the Threads of Freedom Parade will be held
on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 10:00
a.m. The parade will run along Historic Main
Street with a start at the First Baptist Church
before finishing at the Holbrook. Residents,
families, businesses, and organizations are
invited toregister to participate in the parade.
Registered parties can use any street-legal
vehicle they choose (PTV, truck/trailer, car,
etc.). If you want to join the parade with
your vehicle or group please register online

THE CRAZY BOOK

LADY

INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE
The Crazy Book Lady buys, sells,
and trades books and media. They
offer a large selection of old and new
books. Thay hae been committed to
servicing the Acworth, Cartersville,
Kennesaw, and Marietta area since 2017.
In addition this bookstore hosts several
book clubs, book signings, and RPG
Groups. The store is located
at 5058 Allatoona Gateway, Acworth,
GA, Look for them on Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/CrazyBookLadyGA/
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MARCUS SPIVEY
NCHS HEAD

BASKETBALL COACH
By Jimi Richards

Regina and Jimi Richards visited the
North Cobb Warriors Basketball practice a
few weeks ago, after going to KSU to watch
the team play,and we could not believe the
difference in just a short time in the hustle
and attitude the players showed at KSU
that weekend. It’s a pleasure to welcome
Coach Marcus Spivey and his Staff to the
rebranding of the North Cobb Basketball
program. Coach Spivey has told us all,
“Once the kids realize I'm there for them
more than just for basketball, we’ll start to
build things back up. I want them to play
hard for me, but more for themselves.”
Welcome to the Warrior Nation family,
Coach Spivey and Staff! Thanks to North
Cobb’s AD, Matt Williams for hiring
Coach Spivey.

Spivey is a graduate of Shiloh High School and is arriving at NCHS campus following
a successful four-year stint at Central Gwinnett and one-season stop at Therrell High School
in 2022-23. With the Black Knights of Central Gwinnett, coach Spivey compiled a 48-60
overall record and made two state playoff appearances.Spivey played basketball at Life
University in Marietta,

Keep up with NCHS sports events by following https://www.facebook.com/groups/
northcobbwarriornation. Jimi Richards has been the administrator of this page since September,
2010.

NCHS NEW HEAD BASEBALL COACH

Longtime North Cobb coach Mike Turchan 1is stepping
into a new role as the Warriors” head baseball coach.
Turchan spent 20 years as an assistant under Tom Callahan,

who retired at season’s end, and will look to fill the shoes of his mentor.

“We’re going to look at doing certain things to try to help develop our players even
more,” Turchan said. “Win as many games as we can on the field, and to win region
championships, and obviously the elusive goal of winning a state championship.”

Turchan had a successful tenure as North Cobb’s softball coach, leading
the team to three straight region titles, three trips to the state tournament in
Columbus, and he was selected as the 2023 Cobb County Coach of the Year.

THE SOUTHERN MUSEUM PRESENTS

"Bl RENDEZVOUS |

Join us for an all-day
-celebration of all
things transportation.
Fun filled activities for
the entire family!

770-427-2117 |

HER MONEY, HER CHOICE: TRANSFORMING
LIVES ONE DOLLAR AT A TIME

by Authors Dawn Green.Pamela Sams.Cassandra Stiff
Are you tired of feeling like you should be better with money?

Tired of starting over, second-guessing yourself,
or wondering why handling money—paying bills,
increasing your cash flow, decreasing your debt, etc.—
feels harder than it should? This book is about choice —
your choice to build confidence, stability,and peace with
your money, starting right now, right where you are.

Inside this workbook, we walk with you, giving
you practical advice and actual tools you can use on a
regular basis to make managing money easier. You’ll
learn how to create simple systems that work in real
= life, not perfect lives. We will share ideas to help you
maintain good money habits, even when motivation
| fades.And you’lllearn how small, intentional decisions
can change the way you feel about money and yourself.

This book is for women who are rebuilding,
reinventing, or are simply ready to stop feeling
overwhelmed about money. It’s for women who desire
financial guidance. And it’s for women who want to
step into a future where money isn’t a problem, but a
solution to support you, your dreams and your lifestyle.

Her Money, Her Choice is the ideal guide to stop reacting to money and start leading
with it. Choosing clarity over chaos. Confidence over fear. Progress over perfection.

This time, the choice is yours.

About the authors: This book was written by the three
women listed, all with an incredible backgrounds in finance
and the stockmarket. Our focus is on Cassandra Stiff as she
is a member of our community. Cassandra’s niche is as an
educator, and her passion is teaching and helping women with
short and long-term financial decisions. As the “face” of the
practice,Cassandra spends a greatdeal of time in our community
as a member and volunteer with local business associations,
foundations, and she has served on several boards. For the
past thirteen years, Cassandra and her husband Chip and have
managed their insurance and financial services practice. Chip
handles the insurance and Cassandra is the investment advisor
representative, handling investing, financial and retirement
planning.

Her Money, Her Choice Transforming Lives One Dollar
at a Time is available on Amazon .
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https://www.amazon.com/Dawn-Green/e/B0H5TR3C44/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Pamela-Sams/e/B0H5L922YS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.com/Cassandra-Stiff/e/B0H6CP95RT/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_3

GOT TEENS?7?7? - DRIVING?7?7?
Ask About Our Online Classes!!

Help your Teen be Safe!!
* Drivers Education (/5 & up

* Defensive Driving
» Risk Reductions

Ask About our
Corporate Fleet
Safety Courses
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Old Mill Road Band will perform at 7:30 p.m. July 18 at Rena Henton Theatre
at the Acworth Roberts School.
VISIT https://www.acworthculturalarts.org/ TO purchase tickets

BROOKWOOD CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

For Bright STUDENTS who struggle in READING or MATH

Brookwood Christian, the Dyslexia School, provides
* Multi-Age Students = Small Class Sizes
« Specialized Corriculum * Freguent Breaks
= Low Siress Environment

NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS FOR
THE YEAR 2026-27

Schedule Your Personal Tour Today
Office@BrookwoodChristian.com
678-401-5855

4728 Wood Street = Acworth = 30101
(Corner of North Main St. near Hwy 92
www.BrookwoodChristian.com
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'ACWORTH NEWS

ACWORTH’S DOWNTOWN HOTEL

On Thursday, July 2, Mayor Allegood, the Board of Aldermen, and the Acworth
Downtown Development Authority were excited to host a groundbreaking ceremony in
celebration of a new 100-room Springhill Suites by Mariott in the City of Acworth, located
within walking distance of the Acworth Community Center.

This new downtown hotel will be set on 3.5 acres, designed to complement the historic
character of its location, and serve as an anchor and economic driver for downtown Acworth.
The City of Acworth would like to thank Red Hills Hospitality, LL.C, Lake City Hospitality,
LLC, the Acworth Downtown Development Authority, and its many project partners for
their efforts to help bring the downtown hotel to life.

PPY BIRTHDAY MR. CLAUDE JOSON

At the Thursday, June 4 City Council meeting, Mayor Allegood was honored to present
a proclamation to Mr. Claude Johnson in celebration of his 90th birthday on June 15, 2026!

Affectionately known as the “Mayor of Logan Farm Park,” Mr. Johnson is a life-long
resident of Acworth and an integral part of the community. After attending the Acworth
Rosenwald School through the 7th grade, Mr. Johnson went on to organize and coach
Acworth’s first African-American youth baseball team, providing transportation and covering
team expenses for the players. He has also faithfully served his church on the Trustee Board
and Deacon Board for over 30 years; and he and his wife, Willa Mae, were awarded the Save
Acworth History Foundation’s Nancy Smith Maxwell Award in 2021 for their joint efforts in
preserving the heritage and history of the City of Acworth.

Mayor Allegood, the Board of Alderman, and the entire City team are incredibly grateful
to Mr. Claude Johnson for his numerous contributions to the Acworth community, and wish
him a very happy 90th birthday!

72026 BRAVES COUNTRY 6U A STATE

CHAMPIONS!
What a run by our Acworth Warriors 6U Orange! These boys battled, believed, and

played their hearts out all weekend long, and now they can proudly call themselves the
reigning state champions!

From the first batter to the final out, this team showed determination, teamwork,
resilience, and the heart of true Warriors. Every player contributed, every coach led with
passion, and every family cheered them on every step of the way.

Congratulations to our players, and coaches on an unforgettable accomplishment.
We couldn’t be more proud!
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FREEDOM CHURCH GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION

After more than two years of planning and construction, Freedom Church is inviting the
community to celebrate the official Grand Opening of its new worship auditorium on Sunday,
July 19 at 9:30am or 11:15am. The new 1,050-seat facility was designed to accommodate
the church’s continued growth while creating a welcoming space for families throughout the
area. The campus expansion also includes transforming the church’s former worship center
into a dedicated Freedom Kids and Students building, providing engaging environments for
preschool and elementary kids.

The July 19 Grand Opening will be aday of celebration, with everyone invited to experience
the new facility firsthand. “This building is much more than bricks and mortar—it’s a place
where lives will be changed for years to come,” said Executive Pastor of Operations Todd
Lollis. “We’re grateful for our community’s support throughout this journey and look forward
to welcoming everyone to celebrate this exciting new chapter with us.” Freedom Church is
located at 3611 Cobb Parkway NW in Acworth. For more information, visit the church’s

WELCOME TO ACWORTH, TINY DOORS ATL!

On Wednesday, July 8, Mayor Allegood, Alderman Houston, Alderman Carmichael,
the Acworth Downtown Development Authority alongside its Public Art Committee, the
Acworth Tourism Bureau Authority, and the City Team were excited to welcome Acworth’s
first completed public art project since the Acworth Public Art Master Plan was introduced
in 2025. Welcome to Acworth, Tiny Doors ATL!

Mayor Allegood and artist Karen Anderson Singer celebrated the official grand unveiling
of Acworth’s Tiny Doors ATL project and hosted a tiny ribbon cutting with Acworth’s DDA,
Visit Acworth, and art committee members! Thank you all who came out to celebrate this
exciting addition to downtown Acworth.

Tiny Doors ATL began in 2014 with artist Karen Anderson Singer bringing big wonder
to small spaces through joyful and interactive art. The artist thoughtfully creates artwork
that celebrates the place the work is installed and currently has over 30 public installations
in Atlanta. The Acworth Tiny Doors are some of the very first installed outside of Atlanta
and can be found across from City Hall on the plaza behind Henry’s as well as on Southside
Drive under the pedestrian bridge.

BOLD, BALD & BEAUTIFUL
A Powerful Stage Play Production & Community Fundraiser
What happens when four women choose courage over insecurity
and strength over shame?

Bold, Bald & Beautiful is an inspiring and emotionally moving stage play that follows
the transformative journeys of four women as they navigate life after hair loss. Through pain,
healing, laughter, sisterhood, and self-discovery, these women learn that true beauty is not
defined by hair but by confidence, resilience, and the spirit within.

Led by Dorinda King, a bold and resilient woman who lost her hair at the age of 13, the
story unfolds inside Dorinda’s Beauty Bar — a safe space where honesty, empowerment, and
healing begin. As Dorinda, Rochelle, Charlene, and Sherise confront life’s challenges, they
discover the power of embracing their authentic selves.

Featuring an outstanding supporting castincluding Benny,Ricky,Randall, Byron,Bianca,
Greg, Lela, Jimmy Slicks, and Bro. BoBo, this unforgettable production delivers heartfelt
drama, humor, inspiration, and a message of self-love that audiences will never forget.

Join us for an evening of purposeful entertainment as we raise awareness and support for
anti-bullying initiatives benefiting Bully Go Home. Together, we can help combat bullying
in our communities and create safer spaces for our youth.

The Production will be held on Saturday, September 26, 2026 at the Jennie T. Anderson
Theatre in Marietta. Time: 6:00 PM BOLD, BALD & BEAUTIFUL Tickets are available at
https://back2glow.org/bully_gohome_event/.
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RUN DOH THE ROBOTS

PRIMIER SVENT

KENNESAW ROOKIE ROBOTICS TEAM WINS
INTERNATIONAL PREMIER EVENT,

Student-led team operating out of a family basement
caps an undefeated season with a championship title
and Design Award at Run for the Robots 2026 — besting 72 teams from across the U.S.

— In a result that few could have predicted, FTC Team 30564 “WIRE We Doing
This?” — a brand-new, community-based robotics team from Kennesaw, Georgia
— has capped a dominant inaugural season by winning the championship title at the
Run for the Robots 2026 Premier Event in Lexington, Kentucky. Along the way, they
also captured the Design Award for their division, defeating a field of 72 teams that
traveled from across the United States and from as far away as Brazil and Kazakhstan.

The FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) is a robotics competition program for students in
grades 7—12, in which teams design, build, program, and operate robots to compete against
one another. Premier Events are among the most elite FTC tournaments in the world. At Run
for the Robots 2026, the 72-team field was split into two divisions — named Secretariat
and Man o’ War in keeping with Kentucky’s celebrated horse racing tradition. Each division
crowned a winning alliance, which then met in the Finals to determine the overall champion.

“WIRE We Doing This?”’ competedinthe Mano’Wardivision,goingontowinitalongsidetheir
alliance partner, Team 8803 East Rankin Robotics of Mississippi. They then faced the Secretariat
division champions in the Finals — a formidable alliance that included two robots ranked in the
Top40inthe world. Together, Team 30564 and their alliance partner, East Rankin Robotics, won.

THEIR DEBUT

The championship caps a remarkable debut season. The team competed in the Georgia
FTC League, where they finished the regular season with a perfect 20—0 record. At the League
Tournament, they won the Control Award and served as the Winning Alliance Captain. They
then advanced to the Georgia State Championship, where they claimed the State Design Award,
captained Alliance 4,and qualified for the Premier Event — where they would goonto winitall.

What makes this accomplishment all the more remarkable is who these students are and
where they come from. The eight-member team spans grades 7 through 10. Seven members
attend Northwest Classical Academy in Kennesaw: Luke (10th grade, Programming Lead),
Shep (10th grade), Sam (10th grade), Jeremy (10th grade), Sawyer (9th grade), Evan (8th
grade, the team’s “wirer”), and Mia (7th grade), the team’s youngest member and only
girl. The eighth member, Max (10th grade, Engineering Lead), is Mia’s older brother and
a former NCA student now enrolled in the STEM Magnet program at Kennesaw Mountain
High School. Both Max and Luke share a dream of one day studying at Georgia Tech.

For most of the team, this was their very first competitive robotics season. Three
members brought prior experience: Max and Luke each have three years of robotics
experience, and Evan joined his brother Luke’s robotics team last year. For the remaining five,
everything — the robot design, the programming, the strategy — was learned from scratch.

Unlike many competitive robotics programs, “WIRE We Doing This?” has no institutional
backing, no dedicated facility, and no professional mentorship. The team practices out of a
family’s basement in Kennesaw. Their coaches are parents — “robotics dads” who openly
admit they came into this season with no robotics experience whatsoever. The students have
driven every major decision: the robot’s design, its programming, its field strategy, and the
engineering documentation that earned them not one, but two Design Awards this season.

“This is a student-led team in every sense of the word,” said Dean Money, a parent
coach for the team. “The kids figured it out. We were here to drive them to competitions
and cheer them on. What they accomplished this season is entirely their achievement.”

The Design Award recognizes teams that demonstrate an exceptional engineering design
process — from problem identification and prototyping through testing and refinement. Earning it
atthe state level and again ata Premier Event, in arookie season, is extraordinary by any measure.

For a group of kids who built a championship robot in a basement, with coaches who had
never builtarobotbefore,and who went undefeated in league play before besting an international
fieldin Kentucky, “WIRE We Doing This?”” has answered their own question in emphatic fashion.

About FTC Team 30564 — “WIRE We Doing This?”

FTC Team 30564 is a community-based, student-led robotics team based in Kennesaw,
Georgia. The team competes in the FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC), a program of FIRST® (For
Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) that challenges students to design,
build, program, and operate robots. Team members attend Northwest Classical Academy and
Kennesaw Mountain High School. The team completed its inaugural competitive season in 2026
with an undefeated league record, two Design Awards, and a Premier Event championship title.

MEDIA CONTACT:
Dean Money
Parent Coach, FTC Team 30564 “WIRE We Doing This?”
Phone: 415-225-9188
Email: drmoney @yahoo.com
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TRIBUTE TO BOB KELLY
BY MARLON LONGACRE, ASSOCIATE PASTOR AT PIEDMONT

. . CHURCH
“You have learned the truth that is in Jesus... so in regard to your former way of life, PUT

OFF your old self... and be made NEW in the attitudes of
your mind. And PUT ON your NEW self, created to be FLII%
like God, truly good and holy!” Ephesians 4:22-24 (NIV) ‘
Like so many people in our community, I was
heartbroken when I heard the news that Bob Kelly had o
passed away. I am one who does not like to say goodbye i
to people who impact your life and in such a positive way. g o J
Individuals who forever change the trajectory of your life.
The church is in the changing life business. The
transformation of lives, helping people become what
God always intending them to be. Transformation has
many different names. It is called salvation, when you
first step across the line to open your life to the love
of God. It is called sanctification, which are the steps
you go in growth and maturity as you become the |
person God wants you to be. It is called conversion,
a fresh start. It is called starting over. It is called
being born again. It is called getting a new life, having a life reset, a fresh start.
Bob did a reset, had a fresh start late in life. I never knew nor did we ever
talk much about Bob’s life before he became a Christian. Bob was so focused on
doing something new in his life. He never missed bible study. He volunteered for
every community project the church was doing in the community. We were side by
side for years in the dugout coaching special needs children in the Horizon Sports
League and on the grill cooking hamburgers and hotdogs on the Frontline lunch tour.

4200 Wade Green Pd
Kennecaw, G4 30794
FrO-2158-2112

« Industrial

One day he shared with me a vision that God had given him. He wanted to start . Office
a ministry that helped families in need. Families whose world was suddenly turned .
upside down by an illness or unforeseen tragedy. He called the ministry HOG. HOG +  Retail
stands for Helping One Guy. There is no way that I can describe the impact that « Hospitality
ministry has made on families in need this side of heaven. I cannot put into words . Land

how God used HOG to be the answered prayer to comfort families who were in need.
I attended Bob’s funeral at NorthStar. My eyes filled with tears as I witnessed
so many people come through the doors and cars backing up trying to find a
place to park in the pouring down rain as they came to pay their respect to Bob.
Bob’s commitment to making the most of his fresh start is a reminder to all of us
that it is never too late to start over and become the person God intended you to be.
Proverbs 11:25 reads “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will
be refreshed.”
I praise God for all the countless ways that Bob refreshed others.

ING GEORGIA GCIEVYAYELS C: 678-467-1326
LOVE DOES COLLECTING BACKPACKS FOR SCHOOLS Managing Broker E: Tracey@VCOBrokers.com
BY MARLON LONGACRE, ASSOCIATE PASTOR, PIEDMONT CHURCH
“Also seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into
exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” Jer. 29:7
I'am so excited this past weekend to celebrate our nation’s 250th birthday. The Longacres
were on Marietta Square to listen to the concert and watch the fireworks. It was the first time we
have ever celebrated the fourth of July on the Square. We have always gone to Lake Acworth
in previous years, or we have been to the Longacre Lakeview Lodge & Resort in Kentucky.
Forty years ago, this Halloween I loaded up everything I had into the back of my 79 Red
T-bird and moved to Georgia. The job market in Kentucky was not all that pretty. I did not
know anything about Cobb County. I really did not know much about Georgia. I knew that
UGA was good at football and not all that good at basketball. I knew the Hawks and Falcons
were not exactly setting the woods on fire. The Braves in the 70°s and 80°’s were awful.
Over the years and especially this Summer Break, I have come to realize
what an amazing state Georgia is to live in. Georgia has so many wonderful
communities to visit. The Longacres love to climb Kennesaw Mountain. It is
just awesome to get to the top and just look out as far as your eyes can see.
I am so grateful for all the freedom that we have in our country. I am so grateful
for the sacrifices that so many people and their families have made. I am so grateful
to attend church with the most giving, loving, caring, and serving church in America.
We just wrapped our week of Summer Extreme. What a joy it was to watch over
% three hundred kids in our sanctuary I
singing and hearing about Jesus.
Robert Thompson and I had a blast
teaching the first-grade class. I E
am so grateful to live in a country n'y“ﬂm":- Vibrant. Connected.

where we have freedom of religion. As ane of the region’s most accessible and
Thank you to everyone who .

* brought snacks to church yesterday. dynamic areas, Town Center Community is
Love Does for the month of July built for opportunity.

is all about snacks and backpacks.

| The Snack items needed are:

Goldfish; Pirates Booty; Veggie

« Commercial I J
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Every day, we focus on creating a safe,

= Straws; Cheezits; Fruit Snacks vibrant place 1o grow a business, raise
. Breakfast Bars (nonuts or peanut a family, eamn a degree, and connect
y butter) with the outdoors.

All financial donations given to
| Love Does for July will go purchase
to purchase 350 full loaded backpacks
to support five elementary schools

and MUST Ministries. = ik
] Thank you for the way you love E :
| people! MaZlon Y k\—i&i% Explore our Impact!
Love is a choice. Love is & TovmCanterCiD.com

something we do. Love Does!



STUDENT SCHOLSHIP RECEPIENTS

NORTH GEORGIA STATE FAIR AWARDS
$655,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS, COMMUNITY
GRANTS, AND LOCAL INVESTMENTS

The North Georgia State Fair celebrated its third annual Superior Plumbing Presents North
Georgia State Fair Scholarship & Grant Awards Dinner with an inspiring evening dedicated
to recognizing student achievement, supporting nonprofit organizations, and investing in the
future of Cobb County. A total of $655,000 was awarded and pledged during the evening.

The North Georgia State Fair Scholarship Program recognized 10 exceptional high
school seniors who have demonstrated academic excellence, leadership, and a commitment
to community service: 2026 $5,000 Scholarship Recipients are Abigail Amos, Jonathan
Baker. Katherine (Katie Rose) Coleman. McKayla Davis. Jada Emenalo, Olivia Hathcock,
Karma Kilfoyle, Kaitlyn Ku, Samantha Kayley Lewis. Robert Warren

In addition to student scholarships, the North Georgia State Fair awarded grants to
nonprofit organizations that provide vital services and support throughout Cobb County,
$15,000 Grant Recipients: Circles Cobb, Cobb Christmas Inc., Cobb Collaborative, Cobb
Journalism Fund, Cobb Sheriff’s Foundation, The Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre,
HEAL Atlanta, Loving Arms Cancer Outreach, Marietta Firefighters Support Fund, MDE
School, Miss Cobb County Scholarship Program, MUST Ministries, Simple Needs GA,
Special Needs Cobb,10 Women of Hope. $20,000 Grant Recipients: The Center for Family
Resources, Waymark Foster, The Dave Krache Foundation. $35,000 Grant Recipients:
LiveSafe Resources and The Extension, Inc. A $50,000 matching grant was also pledged
to the Cobb Schools Foundation

Finally, $200,000 was donated to Cobb County Government, and allocated for
improvements at Jim R. Miller Park.

The evening was hosted by Ike Reighard of Piedmont Church, whose leadership and
enthusiasm helped make the celebration a memorable occasion.

26 JULY NC
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NORTH GEORGIA STATE FAIR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The North Georgia State Fair extends its sincere appreciation to presenting sponsor
Superior Plumbing, partners Drew Exposition, the scholarship and grant selection committees,
volunteers, sponsors, and fairgoers whose support makes these contributions possible.

Through scholarships, charitable grants, and community investments, the North Georgia
State Fair continues its mission of strengthening Cobb County and helping build a brighter
future for generations to come.

Organizations interested in being considered for the 2027 North Georgia State Fair
Community Grant Program may download an application from www.northgeorgiastatefair.
com. Completed applications must be submitted to giving@northgeorgiastatefair.com no
later than December 31, 2026.

Applications for the 2027 North Georgia State Fair Scholarship Program will be available
beginning January 1, 2027, on the Fair’s website.

The 2026 Superior Plumbing Presents North Georgia State Fair will take place September
24 — October 4, 2026, at Jim R. Miller Park in Marietta, featuring this year’s theme, “Fair
Nights Under Stars and Stripes.”

For more information, visit www.northgeorgiastatefair.com.

LOOK WHAT NEW AT THIS YEAR'’S 94TH NGSF

Off Axis Stunt Show:

Off Axis Stunt show delivers nonstop, high-energy entertainment featuring 5 world
class performers and 3 headlining acts: Trampwall, Pogo, and Teeterboard. Combining jaw-
dropping acrobatics, daring stunts, and crowd-pleasing comedy, this fast paced show keeps
audiences fully engaged from start to finish.

Keith King BMX Stunt Show:

Led by X Games competitor Keith King, this nationally recognized stunt team features
some of the top BMX riders in the country performing incredible jumps, tricks, and aerial
stunts. With appearances at major sporting events, state fairs, and festivals across the nation,
the Keith King BMX Stunt show delivers fast-paced entertainment and thrills for all ages.

Jay Mattioli ~ Electrifying Magic:

Known for his quick wit and engaging stage presence, Jay combines classic
magic with modern humor, pulling volunteers into the spotlight and turning
every day moments into unforgettable surprises. His show focuses as much on
connection as it does on illusion, creating fast-paced family friendly performances.

ept. 24-Oct. 4, 2026
NORTH GEORGIA

STATE FAIR

AMERICA

250

770-423-1330 OR AFTER SEPT. 2, 770-528-8989

OFF AXIS

JIM R MILLER PARK, MARIETTA, GA

JAY MATTIOLI -
STUNT SHOW ELECTRIFYING MAGIC

OOXSE

KEITH KING
BMX

TI-IE IIMFIZING
BUBBLE FACTORY



METRO ATLANTA AMBULANCE LAUNCHES
PREHOSPITAL TRANSFUSION PROGRAM

Life-Saving Blood Transfusions Delivered Before Reaching the Hospital

POP-IN FOR FAMILY FUN
REVOLUTIONARY AMERICA

Celebrate America’s 250th anniversary atthe Pop-In for Family Fun: Revolutionary America
family program at the Marietta History Center on Saturday, July 18th. Families will explore
colonial life, local history, and the Revolutionary Era through interactive activities designed
forall ages. FREE Museum Admission: 10:00 am —4:00 pm Marietta History Center, 1 Depot
Street, Marietta, For further information,call 770-794-5710 or visit www.MariettaHistory.org.

ANNIE OPENS AT
THE MARIETTA THEATRE IN THE SQUARE

Two children, not one, have been cast to portray Annie this summer as the Marietta
Theatre in the Square debuts its very first musical production featuring a children’s cast.

Don’t miss these unforgettable performances of Annie the Musical running July 17
through August 2. Experience the heartwarming story of the optimistic red-haired orphan,
Annie, as she navigates her way through a world of hope, dreams, and determination.

With cherished songs like “Tomorrow” and “It’s the Hard Knock Life,” this
timeless musical is set to light up the stage with its memorable characters, captivating
story, and show-stopping numbers. Perfect for audiences of all ages, Annie the
Musical promises an evening (or afternoon) filled with laughter, inspiration, and
pure theatrical magic that will leave you humming long after the curtains close.

Fun Fact: Just like Annie rescued her fiercely loyal pup, Sandy, Artistic
Director N. Emil Thomas adopted Sage from Lifeline Animal Project and
has been training her to play the role of Sandy in this special production.

Tickets are on sale now and may be purchased online at www.mariettatheatresquare.
com/tickets.

Ticket information: Adults: $35 plus taxes and fees; Seniors: $25 plus taxes and fees;
Children: $20 plus taxes and fees

Tickets are on sale now and may be purchased online at www.mariettatheatresquare.com/
tickets. Marietta’s Theatre in the Square, 11 Whitlock Avenue, Marietta, GA 30064

GLOVER PARK CONCERTS

The Downtown Marietta Development Authority and the City of Marietta are proud to
announce the 2026 Glover Park Concert Series, presented by Wellstar Health System. These
free concerts take place monthly in Glover Park on the Marietta Square from April through

September.

The concert for July 31: Seven Bridges / Eagles Tribute Band. The concert begins at

8:00 p.m. The concert is free to attend.

A limited number of stage-adjacent tables can be reserved for a fee on the first working
day of each month beginning at 8:00 a.m. Attendees can bring a picnic or dine in one of the
many fine restaurants located on the square. Blankets and lawn chairs may be set up in the
park anytime on Friday. No plastic ground covering, ropes, tape, stakes, etc. used to section
off areas are permitted inside the park as they will be removed. All personal tables must be

set up in the street after 6:00 p.m., not in the park.

The concert series is part of America’s 250th Celebration in Marietta. Stop by their
information table to learn about the many events and programs happening across the city in

celebration of our nation’s 250th anniversary.

All concerts begin at 8:00 on the last Friday of each month, April — September, at
Glover Park on the Historic Marietta Square Free street parking, City Hall parking deck,
205 Lawrence St and the Care Here of Marietta parking lot, 268 Lawrence St. https://www.

mariettaga.gov/1462/Downtown-Parking

MARIETTA NEWS

When seconds count Metro Atlanta Ambulance Service (MAAS) is stepping up with

y a bold new initiative that could redefine
trauma care across three Georgia counties.

MAAS recently became one of the first
private EMS providers in the Southeast to
launch a prehospital whole blood transfusion
program, with coverage spanning Bartow,
Cobb, and Paulding Counties. This
groundbreaking effort brings critical care
directly to the scene of major trauma
incidents, delivering whole blood to patients
before they ever reach an emergency room.

The urgency of hemorrhage control
is critical because traumatic injuries are
the leading cause of death for Americans
under 45, and hemorrhage is responsible for more than 30% of those deaths. In many
cases, patients bleed out within the first hour, long before hospital intervention is possible.

Historically, EMS crews rely on fluids like normal saline to manage shock,
but these do little to address actual blood loss. Blood transfusions, by contrast,
provide oxygen-carrying red cells, clotting factors, and volume all in one bag.

MAAS is scaling a model to serve one of the largest geographic EMS coverage
areas in the state. With a team of over 900 full and part-time certified medics, the
organization is well-positioned to roll out this capability quickly and effectively.

Advanced life support units will carry two units of low-titer Type O whole
blood stored in temperature-controlled containers and monitored for safety and shelf-
life. MAAS Paramedics have received specialized training in blood administration,
identification of hemorrhagic shock and management of transfusion reactions.

The multi-county launch was designed to ensure equitable access across both urban
and rural trauma zones. In fast-growing Bartow and Paulding counties, where hospital
transport times can be stretched due to geography, the impact may be especially profound.

The program has already treated dozens of trauma patients within
its first year. According to national data, early blood transfusions could
reduce mortality by up to 48% in patients with severe hemorrhage.
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DEERCREEK GUN SHOP

Exiahlitned u 1087

James, Zack, Sarah
Deercreck Gunshop is vour premicr one stop shop for all your gun
needs, We specialice in muzzleloaders, antiques, sell real Blackpowder
and Mueleloading Supplics. ¥ve carmy new and used guns as well as
military surplus weapons, We buy, sell, trade and have been serving
Murzleloading enthusinsts, reenactors and huniers for over 40 vears,
Devrereek also has a Tull-time Gunsmith for any of vour firearms
needs.

ZBT75 M. Main 51., Kennesaw.
Open Tuesday-Friday: 9:080 - J:(M).
Call 770-425-5060 or email al deercreckgunshop®@ gmail .com.,

Deercreek Gun Shop is celebrating their first anniversary at their new

location in Kennesaw!
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CELEBRATING A LEGACY OF INNOVATION:
75 Years of Lockheed Martin
Executive Director Tracy Styf joined community and business leaders
in celebrating the 75th anniversary of Lockheed Martin’s Marietta facility,

recognizing the company’s decades of leadership in aerospace, workforce
development and economic growth across Cobb County and the region

30-YEAR VISION
MASTER
PLAN UNDERWAY

The Town Center Community has
officially launched the development of its
30-Year Vision Master Plan and selected Torti
Gallas + Partners to lead the effort, marking the
beginningofacomprehensiveinitiativetoshape
the future of the district for decades to come.

This initial phase focuses on exploration,
research, and data gathering. Working
closely with the consultant team, we are
evaluating existing plans, market conditions,
1 developmenttrends, transportation networks,
and regional influences to gain a deeper
understanding of the Town Center Community,
Cobb County, and our role within the region.

The insights gathered during this
process will establish the foundation
for a forward-thinking master plan that
supports economic growth, community vitality, redevelopment opportunities, and
long-term investment. Building upon previous planning efforts while evaluating future
opportunities and emerging trends, the plan will help define a shared vision for the
district’s future and identify strategies to guide implementation over the next 30 years.

As work progresses, stakeholders and community members will have opportunities to
participate in the planning process and help shape the vision for Town Center’s next chapter.

HOLMES AND BENNETT WILL SERVE IN
LEADERSHIP ROLES FOR A SECOND YEAR

Forsyth - Chair Joyette Holmes and Vice
Chair Wayne Bennett were both selected by the
full Board to serve asecond year in the leadership
roles. The action occurred at the June meeting
of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles held
at the Georgia Public Safety Training Center
(GPSTC).

The Board’s chair and vice chair serve fiscal
year terms. The new term begins July 1, 2026.

“It is an honor to serve on this board, no
matter what capacity it has been in. Certainly,
as a board we have had the opportunity to work
together outside of the daily voting that we do,
to ensure that public safety continues to be a
priority, but to work together and with the team
that we have is just an amazing opportunity,”
stated Holmes.

Holmes thanked Board staff for working
as a team with the Board Members. Joyette
Holmes was appointed to the Parole Board in
January of 2024.

Holmes is a former prosecutor and
magistrate judge. She is the first African American woman to serve as both Chief Magistrate
Judge and District Attorney in Cobb County.

Wayne Bennett served twenty years as the sheriff of Glynn County. He joined the Parole
Board in March of 2024.

The Georgia Parole Board Members are appointed by the Governor subject to confirmation
by the State Senate. Board Members serve staggered seven-year terms and may receive re-
appointments. Only the board has the authority to determine who may be granted parole or
receive a pardon. The Board can commute sentences including death sentences.

THE BRIGHT SIDE NEWSPAPER IS ONLINE
WWW.BRIGHTSIDENEWS.COM
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BRINGING CALM AND ORGANIZATION BACK

INTO THE HOME
BY VICKIE FRANK

One of my favorite parts of serving this community is connecting
clients with trusted local professionals who make everyday life easier. This
month, I'm excited to spotlight a talented home organization specialist
who helps families create beautiful, functional spaces that truly work
for their lifestyle.

From closets and pantries to garages, home offices, and entire rooms,
professional organization can make a huge difference in reducing stress
and creating more peace at home.

Some of the benefits clients love include: Less daily stress and
clutter; More functional efficient spaces; Easier mornings and routines;
Better use of storage areas; Help preparing for moves, renovations, or
downsizing A cleaner, more welcoming home environment

Whether you need a simple closet refresh or a full-home organization plan, having
expert guidance can save time, energy, and frustration.

As someone who believes protecting your home goes beyond insurance, I love sharing
resources that help make home life smoother and more enjoyable.

If you’ve been wanting to get organized but haven’t known where to begin, this may
be the perfect time to reach out.

I’m proud to refer Zach the owner of Southern Charm Closets and Jill who is the Home
Organizing Design Consultant on the team. I have shared below alittle bit about their services.

We provide level of personalization that allows your space to be tailored
and polished, not just functional. Your space will feel intentional instead of just
organized. We maximize your space, especially where storage is limited or
awkwardly shaped. This is a great selling feature to increase the value of your home!

Ourservicesinclude: closets, pantry,laundry room,mudroom, garage,basement,and office.

*We don’t just sell shelves, we sell time, calm, efficiency, and Value!

Visit: www.southerncharmclosets.com.

THE TALENT ALL AROUND US
by ALICIA TODISCO, PRESIDENT OF ABA

Running asmallbusinessis hard. Ittakes alot of hard work
and tough choices. At arecent Acworth Business Association
(ABA) panel, local business owners shared their real stories.
They were very honest about their struggles, mistakes, and
the long hours they work.

It was refreshing to hear that no one has it all figured
out. But the best part of the panel was seeing how much
talent we have right here in our community. We have smart
mentors who have been in business for decades, and excited
new owners with fresh ideas.

When you run a business, you can feel very alone. You
might worry about money or how to fix a hard problem. But

L the panel reminded us that youdo nothave to do it by yourself.
The answers you need are usually held by the person sitting next to you at a local lunch.

We have so many amazing entrepreneurs in our area. When we share our real stories and
help each other, everyone wins. We can turn hard work into true success together.

If you want to grow your business and find a supportive team of peers, you belong with
us. Don’t do it alone! Come join a great group of local leaders.

Iwouldlove to personally invite you to see for yourself. Visitus today at acworthbusiness.
org and see what event best first your schedule.

ACWORTH BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

THURSDAY, JULY 16 ABA Women’s Luncheon Join the women of the ABA for an
informative luncheon at Henry’s Louisiana Grill (Upstairs). 11:30 til 1:00. Please RSVP at
www.acworthbusiness.org.

THURSDAY AUGUST 6 ACWORTH BUSINESS ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON
PIGSKIN PREVIEW Panel Discussion: Pigskin Preview with local high school football
coaches MUST REGISTER at www.acworthbusiness.org. 11:30-1:00. Sponsors: Ameris
Bank & Freedom Church | Caterer: Catered Southern Events

KENNESAW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

TUES JULY 14 KENNESAW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON at Governor’s
Gun Club, 1005 Cobb Place Blvd. Guest Speakers: Colin Ake & Bill Arnold, HatchBridge
@KSU. Sponsor: Mystical Parties | Caterer: Williamson Brothers. Doors open at 11:15 for
networking. Luncheon starts at 11:30. RSVP at kennesawbusiness.org.

TUES JULY 21 KBA ALIVE AFTER FIVE Join the KBA for after hours food, fun,
and networking. This event is free for KBA members, $5 for guests. Co-hosted by Kennesaw
Driving School and 220ne Realty. The event is at220ne Realty,2695 Summers St., Kennesaw.
5:30-7:30 pm. Register at kennesawbusiness.org

-

; A
= HISTORIC ~ '
= DOAWNTOWN =

FRIDAY MORNINGS 8:00 AM UNTIL NOON
SATURDAY MORNINGS 8:00 AM UNTIL NOON

— R *
L

' o s ) ,ﬂ
o *ANNUAL*X—

— PRESENTED BY -
RON ASBY NORTH COBE
AMERICAN LEGION POST 304

—MONDAY -

AUGUST 31"

——
. =2 L
: e T L.

* TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE |§ WPaln %

DRIVING RANGE OFENS 1 BREAKFAST }
BHEAKFAST AVAILAELE ‘-EIIWMLAEL_EH-

@ 8:00 am

./ 0:00 am  SHOTGUN START

'. | ,,,,_ $125 ENTRY FEE .1_. i

PER PLAYER "~
EHIOY A GREAT DAY OF GOLF, CAMARADERIE, FOOD,
| AND FRIEMDLY COMPETITION WHILE SUPPORTING
THE PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES OF AMERICAN LEGION POST 304,

[ W contests | 55 prizes | dgh FeLLowsHip | @) FUN &

# COMTESTS INCLUDE: =
LONGEST BRIVE -+ CLOSEST TO THE FiH + HOLE-iN-OHE « BULLIGANS = 50/50 RRFFLE

b

o, i il

FOR REGESTRATION & 5P P INFORBIATION
B jib0T20453balsouth.nat
wiiw. post30d org




YOUR BEST SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS

éBright Sic ‘

Serving Acworth, Kennesaw, Marietta since 1992

R Oy,
We Are Your Local Community Newspaper! 15 My
SHARE YOUR STORY: Advertise with us and reach your target market in Kennesaw Eﬂdk 4y &
(30144 & 30152) and Acworth (30101). Stay three times in a row and we will publish a &

article about vou.

FREE TO EVERYONE: The Bright Side Newspaper is delivered FREE ONLINE to over
20,000 followers the first full week of each month.

BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY: Our editorial space is devoted to positive local
stories and events about our schools, yvouth sports, special events, churches, and more..
Advertising in The Bright Side is the most cost effective way for your business to reach
vour target market and let vour customers know you are very INVOLVED in OUR
community.

Visit us at www.brightsidenews.com

ﬁLr ad rates and more information about our publications.
Ad rates start at $75.00, see OnLine rates below

:BRIGHT SIDE

ONLINE AD RATES -
all ads are created in color

* SHARE YOUR STORY:
Advertise with us and
reach your target market
in Acworth, Kennesaw,
Marietta and beyond!/£
NO CONTRACTSREQUIRED ~=g

Full Page 18375 5 10 00" g Page 757 & 1 308" 172 P 57 & LA." isf HIATE 5 625

e FREE: The Bright Side
Newspaper is FREE to all

readers. Published online the Introductory Introductory
first Tuesday of each month. Offer Offer
515000 57500

* JOIN US!: The Bright Side 14 PAGE 6 PAGH

Newspaper is filled with

positive LOCAL news and

events about people in our

community. Check what’s

going on, where ever you are. -\
LH Page 5%y 9.50° nr 7.8 x 628" Lrd Page 57 5 6257 18 Page: &7 x 1287

Visit us at www.brightsidenews.com
mm for online ad rates. Ad rates as low as $75.00. ij

Call... 770-851-5469

The Bright Side NewsPaper is published the first week of cach monih and posted online ai
wwww brightsidenews.com/web.ne.pdl

AN Achveriidng mwd Do paid fre fee e of puficmion
ALY RATES QUOTEDR ARE POR OMNE MONTH 1N ACWORTIVEESSNESAW PAFER AND
IMNCLUDE PRODUCTEON OF ADGCOPY IF NEEDED AT S0 EXTREA CHARGE

Auverdine J mowtlan i o e i Uie Brigi? Siale Newspapaes — Wi wdlY paadilvol o sioey alyasd voasr freskinpay







