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YOUR Best Source for community News and Events

Serving Acworth, Kennesaw, Marietta Since 1992

Zagster Bike Share Closures in 
Town Center AND Cumberland

The Cumberland Community Improvement District (CID) and the Town Center CID have 
received notice that Zagster will no longer be providing services to their markets. Based in 
Boston, Zagster managed and operated both of the CIDs’ bike-share programs.

According to an email from Zagster, the closure is due to the COVID-19 pandemic’s 
impact on business. Zagster will remove all bikes and stations from both areas between May 
28 and June 12.  Zagster stated they plan to communicate more information to members via 
their app and social media platforms this week.  There are currently six stations in Cumberland 
and six stations in Town Center. 

While Zagster’s decision is beyond the control of the CIDs, both organizations are committed 
to providing valuable mobility options for their communities. Thousands of members have 
recorded hundreds of rides every week in each CID bike-share program.

“Bike-share programs have been extremely successful in the Cumberland and Town 
Center communities,” said Kim Menefee, Executive Director of the Cumberland CID. “Our 
shared goal will always be to improve our communities as we continue to strengthen our 
partnerships and regional connectivity.”

For additional questions regarding Zagster’s closure plan, please contact partner_
questions@zagster.com. 

FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATIONS CANCELLED
On Thursday May 28, 2020, Georgia Governor, Brian Kemp, advised, that while he was 

opening bars and nightclubs that no live 
venues would be allowed at this time.  
As a result fireworks celebrations have 
been canceled as follows.

Acworth - Given the continued 
restriction on large public gatherings, 
the city has made the difficult decision to 
cancel the annual concert and fireworks 
scheduled for Saturday, July 4.  

Kennesaw - the City of Kennesaw 
has decided to postpone the Salute to 
America (July 3) event to September 
12, 2020. The City of Kennesaw looks 
forward to continuing this great tradition 
of live music, fireworks and local 
vendors on the rescheduled date.

Marietta - Due to the Coronavirus, 
the City of Marietta has made the 
difficult decision to cancel all events 
scheduled for July 4, 2020 including the 
Let Freedom Ring Parade, festivities on 
the Square, and the fireworks show. This 

was an extremely hard decision to make, but it was necessary to keep our citizens, visitors, and 
employees of the City of Marietta safe. While we will miss seeing everyone on the Square, we 
look forward a fun announcement coming soon to keep the patriotic spirit alive in the City

Please visit our Digital Newspaper website (brightsidenewsnewspaper.com) for updates 
on these events.  Or download our Brightside Newspaper app from Google Play or the App 
Store.

LOCAL FARMER’S MARKETS OPEN
Acworth Farmers Market - Shop for local at the Acworth Farmers Market every Friday 

morning from June 5-October 30 from 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. The market takes place at Logan 
Farm Park (4405 Cherokee Street). Market customers will have a wide variety of garden ripe 
Georgia grown vegetables, eggs, cheese, bedding plants, fresh baked bread, pies, cakes, honey 
and jams to choose from each week.  

The following guidelines will be followed: Volunteers from the city will be on hand to 
help.  Vendors will wear masks and masks are also suggested for our customers.  We request 
one shopper per family, no pets or small children recommended.  Please practice social 
distancing.  There will be no hand to hand contact.  Tables will be two deep at each vendor 
booth.  Credit cards preferred or bring lots of small bills to give vendors exact change. If you 
are an interested vendor please email Jeff Chase at jchase@acworth.org.

The Acworth Farmer’s Market is proudly sponsored by the Acworth Downtown 
Development Authority.  If you are interested in more information on being a vendor or just 
have questions about the market, please call 770-917-1234. 

Kennesaw Monday Market -the season for Kennesaw Market Mondays opened MONDAY 
JUNE 1st! The market takes place in the City Parking lot 2785 Watts Drive (. Here are some 
changes for this season: We will have a limited number of tables and chairs where people 
can sit (approximately half the number of tables/chairs from prior years). We will likely not 
have a beer vendor this season. We will likely not have musical entertainment. We will have 
3 food trucks and 1 dessert truck. Farmers/Makers booths will be spaced out with a ‘empty’ 
space between each vendor

We are requesting the public that visits Kennesaw Market Mondays to practice social 
distancing guidelines as outlined by the CDC and State of GA. 

The Marietta Farmer’s Market (open year round) has been moved to 41 Mill Street 
(between Powder Springs and the Square.  It is open on Saturdays only from 9:00 til Noon.  
Check out their website for more information - www.mariettasquarefarmersmarket.com

Greg Carter, 55, of Kennesaw passed 
away at his home on Friday, May 29, 2020.  

Greg was born in Asheboro, NC on 
November 9, 1964 to Hugh Lavell Carter and 
Lucy Goodroe Carter.  Throughout his career, 
Greg was involved in the food business, from 
managing restaurants to teaching culinary 
skills, to catering meals.  He loved to cook and 
see people enjoy his creations.  He recently 
served as the Special Projects Facilitator at 
Food and Nutrition Services in the Cobb 
County School District. He was past president 
of the Kennesaw Business Association and 
continued to serve there in many capacities.  

Greg had a personality that drew people to 
him.  He had a love for people that caused them to 
love him.  He was well-known and well-loved in 
his community.  Most importantly, he had a love 
for the Lord Jesus Christ and was an active member 
of The Grove Church in Acworth.  His testimony 
of love for the Lord was evident to all who knew 
him. He was special to many of us.

He wrote the column “Greg Carter Loves 
Food” for the Bright Side and called me “Mama 
Carol”.  He was truly one of my “kids”.

with great sadness
FIND US ONLINE AT

BRIGHTSIDENEWS.COM/
KENNACWNEWS.HTML
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BE A BRIGHT SIDE REPORTER
It’s easy to be a Bright Side Reporter 

— if you have  a positive, upbeat story 
about your family, your neighborhood, 
your civic group, school, church 
activities, happening in Kennesaw or 
Acworth, send it to us. 

Simply write us a short note of the 
facts — we will rewrite it as a story.  
Email to Brightnews@aol.com   (Photos 
are welcome too) Call 770-851-5469 
for more information on submitting 
stories.

Advertise with us and reach 
over 28,000 
h o m e s  b y 
direct mail in 
the Kennesaw/
Acworth 
area.

Plus  the 
complete paper, including your 
ad, is   published  online at our 
website listed below.

SO YOU WANT YOUR 
BUSINESS TO GROW!!

Ad rates start at $160 a month

Call 770-851-5469
www. brightsidenews.com

EMAIL THE BRIGHT SIDE
 brightnews@aol.com

Carol Thompson,  Editor
Jennifer Pope, Office Manager

Carol Pope, Community News Editor

The Bright Side™Newspapers
 are privately  owned  publications of 

J. C. Thompson & Associates, Inc.
P O Box 935, • Kennesaw, GA, 30156; 

770-851-5469
 All rights reserved.©. 

No reproduction, quoting or copying of any 
articles or parts of articles may be made, 

without the express written permission of the 
publisher, Carol Thompson.  This applies to 

online and printed materials

DEADLINE FOR JULY ISSUE
MONDAY JUNE 29, 2020
MAILED JULY 9, 2020

send YOUR
good news

Share you good news with us -- baby 
births, birthdays, engagements, weddings, 
anniversaries, .  No charge, just get your 
information to us by the next deadline 
and include your zip code.  Email a brief 
announcement and photo to brightnews@aol.
com These announcements are published at 
NO CHARGE.

Andrew Bramlett’s

WHY WE SAY WHAT WE SAY..HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Licensed & Insured

Call Jeff Duckett at 770-265-3708

Handy Electric Inc.

$5000 OFF 
Any Job $50000 or More

expires 06/06/20

• Installations
• Maintenance • Repairs
• Charger Wiring for Electric Cars

Residential & Commercial Electrical Work

Locally Owned & Operated

www.HandyElectricInc.net

expires 07-06-20

Cobb Genealogical 
Society meeting
The topic for the Cobb County 

Genealogical Society’s June 23rd meeting is 
“Writing and Publishing A Family History.”  
The speaker is Josh Taylor.  The meeting will 
either be held at the First Presbyterian Church, 
189 Church Street, Marietta, or it will be a 
virtual presentation.  Please check the website 
to learn which format will be used.  See www.
cobbgagensoc.org.

GOOD RASCAL DOG 
TRAINING

Certified Dog Trainer offers Private Dog 
Training in your home or other mutually 
convenient location.  Positive, gentle methods 
make training fun for dog and owner. Licensed, 
Bonded and Insured.  For details, see our 
Website: www.mygoodrascal.com  To set up 
a consultation, Email: gary@mygoodrascal.
com or call 770-401-7945.

In today’s article, 
I will be sharing 
the stories of two 
common words that 
come from people’s 
names. The first is 
BOYCOTT. During 
the early 1880’s, 
political tensions 
were high among 
the tenant farmers of 
Ireland in what was known as the Irish Land 
War. Tenant farmers would get land from a 
landlord in exchange for a percentage of the 
harvest. At this time, the tenant farmers felt 
their rent was too high and unfair. 

The harvest of 1880 was particularly low. 
Because of this, one of the landlords, Lord 
Erne, decided to lower the rent by 10% for 
the tenant farmers on his land. The farmers 
did not think that was enough. They decided 
to ostracize the man who managed the lord’s 
land, Charles Boycott. News of the farmers 
act became well known, and BOYCOTT came 
to mean to protest someone or their business 
by ostracizing them.

Samuel Maverick was born July 23, 1803 
in South Carolina. After moving to Texas in 
1835, he became a prominent politician and 
cattle rancher. Cattle ranchers usually would 
brand or mark their cows with a logo using 
scorching hot metal. Maverick didn’t do this, 
and he claimed it was because he didn’t want 
to hurt the cows. Some said he did it so he 
could claim any unmarked cows as his own. 
Soon, a MAVERICK came to mean someone 
who is independent who does things their own 
way, like Samuel and his cattle. 

After a while, maverick fell out of use. It 
did see a resurgence after Samuel’s grandson, 
Maury Maverick, was elected to the US House 
of Representatives. On a side note, Maury 
coined the term GOBBLEDYGOOK. He 
claimed he got the word from the sound a 
turkey makes.

Happy 13th 
Birthday 

Blake!
Yo u  a r e 

o f f i c i a l l y  a 
teenager! Can’t 
wait to see what 
the world has in 
store for you.  
Love ya!

Happy 
birthday 
Henley! 

Henley 
Mclaine Hanks 
turned two years 
old on Friday, May 
22, 2020. Sweet 
Henley brings more 
happiness and love 
to our lives than 
we ever thought 
imaginable.We 
pray you never 
s top  danc ing , 
c l imbing ,  and 

making messes. Happy 2nd birthday, baby girl. 
We love you more than you’ll ever know.

CONGRATULATIONS
Kara 

Hester 
graduated 
summa cum 
l a u d e  f r o m 
UGA with a 
Bachelor  of 
Science degree 
in Biology. Kara 
will attend the 
Dental College 
of Georgia in 
July. She is the 
recipient of the 

Hinman First Choice Scholarship Award. 
During her four years at UGA Kara was actively 
involved in the Alpha Chi Omega sorority and 
elected to the Phi Beta Kappa honor society. 
She has traveled on several medical mission 
trips with NorthStar Church.

Happy 
11th Birthday 
Sterling!! My 
day starts with 
you.Your smile 
makes me cherish 
the time. Your 
the love of my 
life my precious 
daughter. 
Love Always, 
Mommy

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

CONGRATULATIONS

Mr and Mrs Wilmert!
Time to celebrate LOVE! Jordan and 

Rachel, our  High School Sweet Hearts, were 
married on May 2, 2020.  They both graduated 
from high school in 2014, Jordan Wilmert from 
Allatoona High School and Rachel Larson 
Alexander High School. Both went on to 
college and graduated from Kennesaw State 
University in 2018/2019 then on a romantic 
get away to Italy where they got engaged. 

Wishing them nothing but happiness and 
a blessed marriage. Congratulations Mr and 
Mrs Wilmert!

THIS N THAT ADS
$25 FOR 50 WORDS, 
$50 FOR 100 WORDS.

Classified ads accepted that do 
not compete with our display 

advertisers
Email: Brightnews@aol.com
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06/30/2020.

SWIFT CANTRELL SPLASH PAD OPEN
The Splash Pad at Swift Cantrell is open with 50% capacity (50 people) It is first come 

first serve. There is no time limit but if someone leaves to eat or go to the restroom they 
will have to get back in line. The Splash Pad is open 10-7 every day except Thursdays (for 
maintenance). The cost is $2 per person for children and adults.

Smith-Gilbert 
Gardens

Smith-Gilbert Gardens is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Members and non-members will need to 
reserve and purchase tickets online before 
visiting at www.smithgilbertgardens.com. 
The Hiram Butler House will remain closed, 
along with the Gift Shop. All public events, 
classes and programs remain canceled until 
further notice. Smith-Gilbert Gardens is 
continually working to ensure the safety of our 
visitors, volunteers and staff, and operations 
may change as the situation evolves. Smith-
Gilbert Gardens encourages guests to check 
the website prior to each visit.

KENNESAW CITY HALL 
IS OPEN

The City of Kennesaw opened City Hall 
to public access beginning Monday, May 
18, 2020.  

All guests will be screened & evaluated 
upon entrance, and will have their temperature 
taken. To access City Hall, guests will need 
to use the middle double doors. City Hall 
will have a single access point, with separate 
doors for entrance and exit, to encourage 
social distancing. 

The City encourages visitors to City 
Hall to wear Personal Protective Equipment, 
including a face covering.

The City of Kennesaw asks that anyone 
who has symptoms or has been exposed to 
anyone having symptoms including, but not 
limited to, having a fever over 100.4°F, cough 
or shortness of breath to please stay home.

For updates from the City of Kennesaw and 
more information on current operations, please 
visit www.kennesaw-ga.gov/covid-19

THE SOUTHERN 
MUSEUM

The Southern Museum is open to the 
public. Our updated hours of operation will 
be from Tuesday to Saturday from 9:30am to 
5pm. For the health and safety of visitors and 
staff, the Jolley Education Center will remain 
closed, gallery interactives will be turned off, 
and public programs continue to be postponed. 
Paid admission will provide access to all 
exhibitions and movies.  For more information 
visit www.southernmuseum.org.

PARKS AND 
RECREATION 

OPENINGS
The City of Kennesaw and Kennesaw 

Parks & Recreation announces next steps 
for reopening parks and facilities to public 
access.

SWIFT CANTRELL: Beginning 
Monday, June 1, 2020, the skatepark, dog park, 
pavilions and restrooms at Swift-Cantrell Park 
are open to the public. Playgrounds and the 
exercise equipment are now OPEN. Park hours 
are daily: 6:00 am til 10:00 pm.

Classes and programs at the 
Ben Robertson Community Center will 
resume beginning Monday, June 15, 2020. 
All guests will be screened & evaluated upon 
entrance, and will have their temperature 
taken. The Ben Robertson Community Center 
is open to the public for access to classes and 
programs only.

The City of Kennesaw asks that anyone 
who has symptoms or has been exposed to 
anyone having symptoms including, but not 
limited to, having a fever over 100.4°F, cough 
or shortness of breath to please stay home.

For updates from the City of Kennesaw and 
more information on current operations, please 
visit www.kennesaw-ga.gov/covid-19.

Be thankful for what you 
have; you’ll end up having 

more. If you concentrate on 
what you don’t have, you will 

never, ever have enough.” 
Oprah Winfrey

ADAMS PARK IS OPEN
Kennesaw Parks & Recreation is excited 

to update the community regarding Adams 
Park.

Adams Park is open daily from 8 AM to 
6 PM. Pavilions, restrooms and playgrounds 
are open.

The playgrounds and exercise equipment 
at Swift-Cantrell Park and playground 
at Adam’s Park will is now open to the 
public!

The City of Kennesaw asks that anyone 
who has symptoms or has been exposed to 
anyone having symptoms including, but not 
limited to, having a fever over 100.4°F, cough 
or shortness of breath to please stay home.

 The fields and batting cages will be 
open for non-organized activities. Organized 
activities, games and group gatherings greater 
than 25 people are prohibited.

The athletic fields at Adams Park are 
open for team practices, with a minimum of 
30 minutes scheduled between practices to 
encourage social distancing and discourage 
gatherings of people over 25, in compliance 
with Governor Kemps’ Executive Order 
05.28.20.02. Dugouts will remain closed at 
this time.  

Tennis courts will remain open to the 
public. 
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Erika K. Orcutt 
Attorney and Counselor at Law

Our Practice includes:
Protect your Family and Your Future
Orcutt Law Offices

Orcutt Law Offices, LLC
2959 Cherokee St., Suite 203 • Kennesaw
www.orcuttlawoffices.com

Call Us! 678-383-7857

 We are Open For Virtual Appointments - Call us

• Estate Planning and Administration
• Veterans & Medicaid planning
• Small Business Matters
• Probate Services
• Initial Consultation Complimentary

FROM MAYOR TOMMY 
ALLEGOOD’S DESK

The City of Acworth has started to gradually restore access 
to city facilities and parks. Our city team has been working 
diligently to keep us all safe. Although many of our customer 
service areas will now feature hand sanitizing stations, social 
distance reminders, and plexiglass, we want to assure you 
that our most valuable resource is our people, and they will 
continue to serve the community we all so care about. I want 
to thank our city team for rising to this challenge. Through 
these efforts, we remain on track to safely reopen Acworth. 
For the most up to date information on city services, please 
visit www.acworth.org.

I want to encourage everyone to stay informed on the latest updates that affect our 
daily lives, local businesses, churches, and other institutions. Governor Kemp has modified 
restrictions on crowd sizes and access to restaurants, bars, and other venues. It is vital that we 
support our local businesses as they adapt to these restrictions. The Office of the Governor’s 
website does a fantastic job of posting information regarding COVID-19. Visit their site at 
www.gov.georgia.gov.

The Cobb Chamber of Commerce in partnership with the Acworth Business Association 
has really done an awesome job of providing resources to small businesses to guide them 
through these economic challenges and inspire the plan for recovery. Visit www.covidsupport.
cobbchamber.org to find information on financial assistance, reopening guidelines, employment 
opportunities, and more. 

Our lives have all been impacted by COVID-19, but we want to encourage you to hope 
and plan for the future. Acworth is a community with a heart where we all love and care for 
one another. I know we can get through this together. Please continue to pray for those on the 
frontlines of this crisis and our leaders as they make difficult decisions, local businesses, and 
those in need of God’s grace. We at the city look forward to serving you again. 

God Bless,Tommy Allegood

LATEST ACWORTH OPENINGS
BEACHES AND BOAT RAMPS

Cauble Park, Dallas Landing Park, Proctor Landing Park, and South Shore Park will open 
on Monday, June 1 with limited parking. There will be a non-resident parking fee of $10 at 
each location, seven days a week.  The city will only be accepting credit/debit card payments, 
no cash. All major credit/debit cards will be accepted. City of Acworth residents will not be 
charged a parking fee with the appropriate resident pass.

All visitors shall comply with social distancing restrictions in accordance with Governor 
Kemp’s most recent executive order. Groups shall be less than 25 and shall be in an area no 
closer than 6 feet from others in accordance with his order. Crowd size in the parks will be 
monitored and the parks/beaches may be temporarily closed if social distancing becomes 
difficult or is grossly ignored. Pavilions and playgrounds at these facilities will remain closed. 
Please remember outside personal grills are not allowed in our parks.

Hours of Operation:
Dallas Landing, Proctor Landing and South Shore:  8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Acworth Beach at Cauble Park - Park: 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m./ Beach: Sun Up to Sun 

Down 
The parking fee applies at Cauble Park and South Shore Monday through Friday 10:00 

a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on weekends and holidays. 
ACWORTH COMMUNITY CENTER

The Acworth Community Center will reopen for restricted activities on Monday, June 1. 
Pickleball and small group basketball will be offered in scheduled times on weekday evenings 
and Saturdays. The walking track will remain closed. To reserve a time period call Acworth 
Parks, Recreation, and Community Resources at 770-917-1234.  

Some exercise classes have resumed.  Contact the Customer Experience team at 770-917-
1234 for reservations or click here for a full list of programming options. 

DEPOT HISTORY CENTER
The facility will reopen to the public on Monday, June 1. The facility will be open during 

its regular operating hours of 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Admission to the facility is free.
SENIOR CITIZEN AND SPECIAL NEEDS PROGRAMMING

The Recreation Department is offering a variety of virtual programs for our Senior 
Citizens and our Special Needs Population, click here for registration information. In person 
programs for these populations continue to be suspended through June 30.  For a full list of 
current offerings, please visit www.acworth.org/parksandrecreation.

ACWORTH CARES
Mrs. Charlie Mae Griffin is 94 years old and has lived in Acworth all her life. Mrs. Griffin 

sings in the choir, sells knickknacks to raise donations for Zion Hill Baptist Church, and is 
known for her service to others. Her kindness and giving nature make her an integral part of 
the community. When her home fell into disrepair, Acworth Alderman Tim Houston, longtime 
friend to Mrs. Griffin took action. By connecting with other community leaders, Alderman 
Houston was able to find generous partners to provide a new roof for Charlie Mae.  

Construction was completed in two days. CRS (Commercial Roofing Specialists), Inc. 
donated the roofing materials, and Liberty Roofing installed the roof preventing further damage 
to her home. Pictured l-r: Acworth Mayor Tommy Allegood, Acworth Alderman Tim Houston, 
Bobby Scoggins of CRS, Inc., and Vic Rosati of Liberty Roofing
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4728 Wood Street • Acworth • 30101
 (at corner of North Main St. near Hwy 92)

www.BrookwoodChristian.com

BrookWood CHriStiAN SCHool

office@BrookwoodChristian.com

“Does your child need more attention at school?

Schedule Your Personal tour today

• time outside
• technology
• Minimal Homework
• Community Minded
• low Stress Environment

• Multi Age Groups
• Small Classes
• Specialized Curriculum
• Frequent Breaks

Enrolling Now for the 2020-2021 School Year

678-401-5855

Teacher Kristen 
Lipscomb

with student  
McKenna Cook

Come See What Makes us different!

Serving the BEST Country Cooking 

For many, the month of May consists of wrapping up the school year 
and celebrating those who are graduating. It is important to acknowledge 
all the accomplishments our seniors have made and excitement for what 
is in store next, even without the proper celebrations. 

The Acworth Business Association is proud to support our 
communities graduating seniors by awarding one student from each 
surrounding high school a $1000 scholarship. This would not be possible 
if it weren’t for all of the ABA members. Thank you for allowing us this 
opportunity to support and give back to our community, this being one 
of many ways. 

The winners of this year’s award are pictured on page 6.  We are 
impressed by the accomplishments this year’s recipients have made thus far in their academic 
career. Congratulations to our 2020 scholarship winners, along with all of the Class of 2020 
graduated seniors! 

Our ABA members have had outstanding attendance at our Zoom Morning Jolt Meetings 
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 8AM. Please join us! Continue to stay up to 
date on all that is happening within our town and in our community by visiting our social 
media and our website, acworthbusiness.org. We look forward to a time when we can all 
join together again! 

Thank you for continuing to be the supportive community I know Acworth to be. It 
truly is inspiring to have seen, and continue to see, how we are able to come together to shed 
light on these times. I pray that you and your loved ones are remaining safe and healthy. 
God Bless!

ACWORTH BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
shannon stahl, president

Flower Remedies 
Times of Stress and Anxiety

Patty Wallenburg
Staying positive and reducing your stress 

levels are always important and even more 
so these days. Most of us have developed 
coping strategies by now but there are 
certainly other ways to continue to improve 
upon them too.

If you have heard of Rescue Remedy, then 
you have had your first experience with Bach 
Flower Remedies. These are a safe and natural 
method of restoring the mind and emotions to 
a better state of balance by easing the feelings 
of fear, uncertainty, worry, loneliness, and 
anxiety. They help peace and balance return, 
which then makes you better able to face the 
future and bring about positive change.

There are 38 remedies that are made from 
flowers and stored in tincture bottles. A custom 
remedy bottle is created that addresses your 
personal concerns. Each remedy is created 
just for you and what is happening in your 
life right now.

A one-on-one consult can be done over 
the phone or in-person at our location. A 
consultation is $45 and includes your three-
week remedy bottle. More information can be 
found on our web site under consultations.

Meditation is another great way to handle 
stress and anxiety. It helps you relax, sleep better, 
lessens pain, be kinder, and cope with issues better. 
Just breathing in a calm manner begins to reduce 
stress and makes you feel much calmer. Doing 
meditation with an online group is sometimes 
easier to get started with. OAK Sanctuary will 
continue to offer free meditation every Friday at 
5pm online for the month of June. 

For more information, please visit OAK 
Sanctuary at www.theoaksanctuary.com or 404-
903-4104.

CONGRATULATIONS
Sharing good news about Melissa 

Krudwig, The Bear of Real Estate - she is 
a long time advertiser in the Bright Side 
and a huge supporter of our veterans.   See 
her most recent effort for our local Georgia 
Military below.

Congratulations to Melissa Krudwig, the Bear 
of Real Estate, for being featured in the Greater 
Atlanta Real Producers Magazine. Please be sure 
to contact Melissa, an Army Veteran, and her team 
for all of your real state needs. They would love an 
opportunity to earn your trust and help you execute 
your real estate goals.  Call 404-793-BEAR (2327) 
or visit www.ThinkMelissa.com.

Melissa Krudwig, Bear of Real Estate is 
collecting gift cards from Publix, Kroger, Walmart 
and Target for local Georgia military families that 
are struggling in this current environment and 
need to put food on their family’s tables. There are 
Georgia National Guard members who are unable 
to work/telework, take paid leave or have lost their 
civilian jobs. Please consider making a donation, 
if you are any financial position to do so. Please 
help spread the word. More details can be found 
on the below link:

Visit gift-card-donation-for-georgia-military-
families/ for more information or listen to 
Melissa’s message on YouTube at https://youtu.
be/dEP2w4ROh60.
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www.GeorgiaFuneralCare.com     
4671 South Main Street • Acworth • 30101 • 678-574-3016

EVENT VENUE

Affordable Funerals & On-Site Cremations

Our heartfelt thanks to our First Responders and 
Medical Frontline Workers during this pandemic

God Bless You

ABA SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
The winners of this year’s award are pictured below. We are impressed by the 

accomplishments this year’s recipients have made thus far in their academic career. 
Congratulations to our 2020 scholarship winners, along with all of the Class of 2020 graduated 
seniors! 

Precious Ajiero 
North Cobb High School.  Plans to attend 

Emory University and major in Pre-med

 Christina Strapp 
Allatoona High School.  Plans to attend 

University of Georgia and major in Biology.

Nicholas Byrd
North Cobb Christian School.  Plans to 

attend UGA, major in political Science and 
International Affairs and desiered to be a 
Military Attorney.

EVANI PATEL
Kennesaw Mountain High School. Plans 

to attend Georgia Institute of Technology and 
major in Biology.

Audrey McNeal
Harrison High School:.  Plans to attend  

Barnard College of Columbia University and 
major in Public Policy/International Affairs 

 Ella Maddox
North Paulding High School. Plans to 

attend University of Georgia and major in 
nursing.
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A PLACE TO HEAL NATURALLY

Relax 
  Renew 
    Restore at

OAK Sanctuary is a place to heal naturally. 

Learn more at www.theoaksanctuary.com or call 404-903-4104

2765 South Main Street | Kennesaw, GA 30144

OFFERING: Bach Flower Remedies, Friday Meditation, Sound Sessions, and Events
Available online or in person

Acworth Cultural Arts Council 
Scholarships
by sylvia flanigan

On Thursday, May 14, 2020, members of the Acworth Cultural Arts Council were excited 
to award scholarships to six deserving graduating seniors.

Acworth Cultural Arts Chair, Jeri Hadaway, awarded scholarships of $500 to each of 
these Allatoona High School students.  Students pictured are left to right: Danielle C. Maudlin, 
Theatrical Arts, Mackenzie Roberson, Choral Music, Nia George, Instrumental Music

Acworth Cultural Arts Treasurer, Darlene Knight, awarded scholarships of $500 to each 
of these North Cobb High School Fine Arts students.Students pictured are left to right: Joshua 
Dixon, Choral Music, De’Andre Mallory, Theatrical Arts, Maurice Knight III, Instrumental 
Music

Teachers, Administrators, (including Dr. Cassandra Dixon, North Cobb Fine Arts 
Administrator), Scholarship Recipients, and proud parents, gathered as members of the Acworth 
Cultural Arts congratulated and celebrated the Fine Arts Department at both Allatoona High 
School and North Cobb High School.

YOUTH AND ALCOHOL
by Latreece Roby, CCAPSA

21% of Cobb County students surveyed had their first drink of alcohol before the age 
of 16.  While some may believe that introducing alcohol in a “controlled environment” is 
safe, the facts are that youth who start drinking before age 15 are 6x more likely to develop 
a lifetime alcohol dependence. The good news is that if only 21% are drinking before 16 
then the vast majority at 79% are NOT!  Let’s keep it that way and strive for 100% alcohol 
free youth in our community. Do your part. Retailers remember it is against state and federal 
law to sale alcohol to a minor. Parents talk to your children about alcohol and what their 
experiences are and the other children around them.  For weekly conversations starters, tools 
and tips for teens text “TALK” to 85775. TALK. THEY HEAR YOU! 
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CONGRATULATIONS
Dr. Benji Morell, principal of Pickett’s 

Mill Elementary School surprised Tracy 
BURT (4th grade teacher) with the 
announcement that she had been named 
Teacher of the Year.

Ed Note:  Our apologies, Tracey’s last 
name was incorrect in our May paper.

Call 770-599-7430 for more!
100 Whitlock Avenue, Marietta • www.WinnwoodRetire.com

Winnwood Retirement Community, Inc.

Myofascial Cupping
by mary hahn, trilogy massage

Myofascial Cupping is not a new type of treatment, in fact it has been used for thousands 
of years by Chinese, Russians, Egyptians and others. It was once included in Physical Therapy 
and Medical practices.  It was recently brought back to use after Michael Phelps competed in 
the 2016 Olympics.  He was shown with the red circles on his body and his comments about 
how much it helped his recovery helped bring Cupping back to the attention of many medical 
and alternative health professionals.

Myofascial Cuppings is a power and terapeutic application of cups in which suction is 
used to increase blood flow to assist in the healing of muscles.  Today massage therapists, 
physical therapists, athletic trainers and some medical doctors use Myofascial Cupping for a 
multitude of interventions.   Here is a list of some of those interventions: reduce swelling and 
edema, increase blood flow ( to aid in healing), desensitize areas of pain and nerve irritability, 
release the body’s natural pain killers such as endorphins, reduce muscle spasms, deactivate 
trigger points, break up scar tissue and reduce tightness in muscles and muscle stiffness.

At Trilogy Massage we are now using several Myofascial Cupping methods, often 
combined with stretching applications for the greatest benefits for our clients.   We assess 
each client’s needs and proceed with the best plan for the muscle healing and health.  Not all 
Cupping methods leave a temporary red mark on the skin we will discuss all of these methods 
with our clients  prior to treatment.  Mary and Elliott have over 30 years of experience in 
the Massage field specializing in Muscle Pain and Injury. Trilogy Massage is in Acworth at 
770-415-1212.

MAGGIE TANNER
The Susan Gunderman Servant Leader 

Scholarshipwas presented to Maggie Tanner 
(Kennesaw Mountain High School)

Maggie served as the Senior Class 
Secretary, was active in the Drama Club and is 
a Student leader and Worship team member at 
Stonebridge Church.  Graduating with a 4.317 
GPA, Maggie will attend Auburn University, 
majoring in English Education with the goal 
of teaching high school English.

Editor’s note:  Our apologies for printing 
Maggie’s last name incorrectly in our May 
issue.

GREAT DANE POWER 
WASH

Welcome Jim Eaton, owner of Great Dane 
Power Wash..  A hard working man, Jim has 
opened his own business with the stimulus 
money he received because of Covid-19,  
He is a welder by trade, but wants to be sure 
he can provide for his family by owning his 
own business.  He is the son of Doc and Pam 
Eaton.

Need the mold and mildew taken off you 
driveway, sidewalk, decks, patios, outside of 
your house.  Call Jim at 678-830-9749.  See 
his ad on page 11 of this paper.

BROOKWOOD 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
OPENS AUGUST 5TH
Is still accepting students for their 2020-

21 school year.  Classes start on Wednesday, 
August 5 at the school.  For more information 
visit www.brookwoodchristianschool.org.
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What Great Gig Dance Co. learned about 
Virtual dance instructions

For 20 years, Great Gig Dance Co. has been providing dance instruction for children 
and adults – IN PERSON! 
Looking at the prospect of 
continuing on when students 
likely would not want to 
venture out to the studio was 
daunting and frightening

If you’re a dance teacher 
and you’re teaching via live-
stream, you’re going to work 
twice as hard as you normally 
do. We plan our classes with 
enough material to fill our 
45-minute or 1-hour time slots, 
but when your whole class is 
staring at you from a screen 
full of “Brady Bunch” squares 
and you’ve had to mute them 
all so that everyone can hear 

YOUR voice and YOUR Tap shoes, the whole game changes. Those young dancers who 
normally ask questions and even tell stories about everything from their brother’s birthday 
party to what they ate for breakfast are not talking. And it’s only your voice that is filling 
the void. 

You have to keep your energy level on EXTREME to keep dancers engaged online. 
You smile until it hurts and use every expressive face and every ounce of energy you can 
summon. If you’re doing it right, within the first 2 minutes of class your Apple Watch will 
ask you if you’re doing a workout.

When teaching dance online there is a slight time delay. Watching your students execute 
the choreography can be maddening if you’re trying to listen to the music and match their 
movements. You have to implement a new understanding of timing and ignore the rhythm 
of the music completely. 

You have to keep your movements rather small to make sure your body stays within 
camera’s range so that everyone can see what you’re demonstrating. While teaching a Tap 
class I had one young girl tell me that my feet get blurry every time I move them too quickly 
(ah, now that’s the magic of Tap dancing).

You have to repeatedly tell young dancers to stop sitting down on their sofa during class; 
to stop petting the family dog during the warm-up; that it’s not ok to run outside to tell your 
dad something during Ballet class; that their baby sister is very cute but needs to get her face 
away from the camera because she’s obstructing your view. I’ve had children “raise their 
hand” during dance class to ask if they can go to the bathroom (in their own home). I’ve really 
enjoyed seeing some of the parents get involved and learn the routines with their children, 
and I’ve even had a father who stepped in front of his teenage daughter’s laptop to show me 
his version of her Tap dance. I’ve seen dancers taking class in their living room, bedroom, 
garage and even one Tap dancer who was only allowed to wear her Tap shoes in her bathroom 
so I had a great view of the toilet (she could have at least put the lid down). 

Great Gig Dance Co. is located in Kennesaw at 4200 Wade Green Road. For more 
information on our programs, contact us at 770-218-2112, or visit our website at www.
greatgigdance.com.

Big Shanty Elementary teacher jogs 50 
miles to see his students.

Big Shanty Intermediate’s ALP teacher, Will McAllister, devised a unique way to connect 
with his students during this time of social distancing

 Combining his love of running and his heart for his students, Will McAllister created 
an experience that lifed his student’s spirits during this period of social isolation and being 
away from school.  While running in his neighborhood and around a deserted Town Center 
Mall parking lot for exercise, he wondered “How can I show my students that I care about 
them in a meaningful way?” That is when he decided to combine exercising with connecting 
to his students.

 After looking at where his students lived, he created a series of 8 runs.  Since he had 
quadruple cardiac bypass surgery in 2017, he had to limit each leg to around 7 miles each.  
He ran over 50 miles in total and had the chance to “Jog By and Wave Hi.” to nearly all of 
his students.



Bright Side page 10 20 JUNE NC

STAY TUNED - WE ARE 
ACTIVELY WORKING 

ON BRINGING YOU 
THE SERIES!

follow us online for announcements
facebook.com/kennesawgrandprix

KENNESAW GRAND PRIX 2020

GRADUATING SENIORS
Parents of Brookstone seniors hosted a graduation ceremony, complete with parade.  Many 

thanks to Kennesaw’s mayor, Derek Easterling, for giving a positive and inspiring message 
to these students.  All are Harrison High School Grads and include Hannah Lucerne Drum, 
Faridah Fasinro, Kaitlyn Marie Isakson, Konrad Lewis, Christoper Scott Maughn, Casey James 
Miller, Amara Di’Niece Newsom, Marion Nicole Plumley, Ashlyn Stevenson, Nicholas James 
VonFeldt .  CONGRATULATIONS

MANE LINK STUDENTS LOVE OUR COMMUNITY
Even in a shut down Kennesaw Mountain Mane Link students found ways to love on 

their community 
The students took  400 packages of cookies to nurses at Kennestone Hospital. Gave $400 

to Cobb County School District to help  feed kids in need. Since mid-March, Cobb County 
School District staff have served up more than 318,000 meals to students in need. Although 
school is out for summer break, Cobb staff will continue to provide a 5-day supply of breakfasts 
and lunches each week at eight school locations from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. through at least the 
end of June.  Hosted a parade in front of Kennesaw City H all to thank the Kennesaw Police 
Department and gave them over $100 in fruit and snacks Gave the firemen and police in 
Precinct One a $100 in snacks. Pictured are Kennestone nurses with cookies.

THE BRIGHT SIDE IS  PUBLISHED ON LINE EVERY MONTH AT 
WWW.BRIGHTSIDENEWS.COM/KENNACWNEWS.HTML
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THE NEXT BIG STEP FOR APOTHEOS ROASTERY
With us nearing completion of our Roastery and cold brew production facility in Kennesaw, 

we felt like this was a great time to show where we’re at as a company and where we plan 
to go over the next year! 

What We Have:
A world-class coffee roastery and cold brew production facility that will allow us to live 

out our dreams that have been 30 years in the making. Our facility in the historic church is 
unlike any in the world. We plan to handcraft only the best roasted coffees and brew only 
the greatest cold brew concoctions. 

Our facility in the church will be able to host facility tours, coffee education classes, and 
coffeehouse training courses.  You will be able to stop in and buy your favorite Apotheos 
roasted coffee or pick up a customized 6-pack of our cold brews! We even have our own 
event space, The 1808, in the historic chapel of our building!

The next phase of our dream is giving Kennesaw the best full-service coffeehouse that 
our 30 years of experience can offer. 

What We’re Building:
A full-service coffeehouse in the old Whistlestop Cafe building on Main Street in 

Kennesaw. We’ve learned many lessons from our 30 years of running coffeehouses down 
in Atlanta, and we’re ready to start working on the next step in our never ending climb to 
reach the height of our craft. 

Signature coffee drinks paired with select breakfast and brunch creations, an open and 
inviting coffeehouse for all to enjoy, and of course coffee cocktail concoctions paired with 
delectable desserts for the nighttime crowd. 

As our team puts the finishing touches on our production facility in the historic church, 
we plan to quickly shift gears into renovating the old Whistlestop into our dream coffeehouse!  
Our hope is that our coffeehouse on Main Street will be open by Early 2021!

Follow us on social media @ApotheosRoastery for the latest updates on everything 
we’re doing

WHY BEING HALF CUBAN MAKES ME AN 
AMERICAN PATRIOT  

By: Penelope Rosell 
Patriotism is a love for one’s country. It’s easy to take for granted the freedoms we enjoy 

as Americans. Like many people, I often take our freedom for granted. My dad who was born 
in a communist country reminds me how lucky we are to be American. In this essay, I will 
tell you about patriotism and what it means to me. 

Cuba is a communist country, which means they control everything. When my dad lived 
in Cuba, the government controlled how much food people got. Some days he would get 2 to 
3 eggs, sometimes a little rice, rarely meat, and sometimes nothing. My dad and his family had 
a very hard time getting food. 

Another thing the government controlled was where people could go. In Cuba, most 
people could  not leave.  Even if you wanted to go on a vacation, you could not 
leave.  My  Abuelo (grandfather)  escaped and came back on a boat to pick up his 
family. The country put his family into a concentration camp for months until they let them 
go. This was when Cuban president Fidel Castro allowed people to be claimed and leave 
with family and was called “the Mariel Boatlift.” 

The government in Cuba controls everything which makes most people fearful. Many people 
feared the main leader Fidel Castro when my dad was a kid. Later, he died, and his brother 
came into control. The government is not trustworthy, and most people fear the government 
in Cuba. Soldiers walk around with guns and often throw people in jail. I am very lucky to 
live in America where I am not scared. 

 Earlier, I said it’s easy to take our freedom for granted. My dad reminds me how lucky 
we are to be American. I am so thankful to live in a place where I am not controlled and am 
free. I am half Cuban, but I am 100% American and I love my country.  That’s patriotism.

CONGRATULATIONS 
PENELOPE ROSELL

My friend Christy Rosell shared her thoughts with us. 
Incredibly proud of this girl. She worked really hard on 
this essay about what patriotism  means to her. She spent 
hours writing, rewriting, and editing. The end product 
was an emotional piece, juxtaposing our freedom with 
stories she’s heard about her dad’s upbringing in Cuba. 
We got news on the last day of school that she WON 
the contest, which was sponsored by Cobb EMC, who 
surprised her with this beautifully framed essay. Proud 
mama right here!

Ed Note:  Her award winning essay is printed below. 
Penelope is 10 years old and will start middle school in 
the fall.
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Call... 770-851-5469

Visit us at www.brightsidenews.com
for ad rates and more information about our publications.

Ad rates as low as $160.00 per area.

We Are Your Local Community Newspaper!
SHARE YOUR STORY: Advertise with us and reach your target market in Kennesaw 
(30144 & 30152) and Acworth (30101). Stay three times in a row and we will publish an 
article about you.

FREE TO RESIDENTS: The Bright Side Newspaper is delivered FREE by the POST 
OFFICE(direct mail) to 28,000 homes PLUS published online. 

BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY: Our editorial space is devoted to positive local 
stories and events about our schools, youth sports, special events, churches, and more.. 
Advertising in The Bright Side is the most cost effective way for your business to reach 
your target market and let your customers know you are very INVOLVED in OUR 
community.

YOUR BEST SOURCE FOR COMMUNITY NEwS AND EVENTS

Serving Acworth, Kennesaw, Marietta since 1992
OUR SHELF LIFE 

IS 30 DAYS

A/C
 Tuneup 

Limited Time Offer

79$ 00

• Includes 1” pleated filter
• Check refrigerant charge

A/C or 
Furnace

Financing 

0% Interest - 
72 months* 

*On Qualified Equipment

H E A T I N G  &  A I R

770-325-2479

S
tate Lic # C

R
005851

             • Fast

 • Dependable

             • Service 
 
 Since 1986

Rated                 on Google

• Check safety devices
• 21 point inspection

Is Your Home’s Air Safe?
We Have Air Purification Products 

That Kill Viruses, Bacteria, Mold Spores

Go To: dmckeon.com Or Call Today
These products are being tested on their effectiveness against COVID-19.


